CEAC MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, March 17, 2010
1. DWR Flood Protection Funding
Michael Sabbaghian with DWR gave a presentation on Flood Safe and Funding Programs at DWR (see attached power point slides for more information).  Under the local levee assistance program, the last grant round focused on “urgent” repairs.  The next grant round will allow “critical” repairs.  State bonds are being sold about every six months in the fall (October/November) and the spring (March/April).  Each State department indicates what their needs are for the next six months prior to bond sale.  The Department of Finance makes the final determination for allocation of funds to the various departments.  It is currently taking two to three months to process an invoice for reimbursement.
In respect to the Flood Control Subvention Program, DWR is working on improving the current process for reviewing the applications and allocating the funds. 
2. Statewide Flood Control Needs Assessment 

Terri Wegener with DWR gave an update on the Needs Assessment project.  The RFQ went out last week and is due on April 12th.  A consultant should be on board by mid June.  The project will build on existing information available with CEAC as a true partner.  Once the consultant is selected, DWR will develop a detailed scope of work.  They currently have $20 million budgeted for the overall project.  CEAC approved an amended contract with Dan Cloak to assist us in our coordination efforts with DWR and their consultant. This consultant should be on board by the end of June, 2010. 
3. Clean Water Act Section 404 Streamlining

Herb Naksone gave a status report on efforts by Orange County to streamline Section 404.  They met with legislators in Washington DC and with the Corps.  They are now looking for both a legislative fix and an administrative fix through the Corps.  They are hoping eventually for administrative changes to resolve the problem and using legislation to keep the Corps motivated.  They also met with two environmental groups on March 17th.  They seem sympathetic to the maintenance issues that counties face but had some concerns about extending the time from five years to ten years.  NAFSMA is also working on an administrative remedy.  Herb needs examples of routine maintenance and emergency repairs for his discussions with the Corps and legislators.  Please send your examples to Karen Keene.

4. Fish and Game Endowment
Orange County proposed legislation to resolve this issue.  The current legislation is SB 1446.  This bill doesn’t diminish environmental protection. It provides relief to public agencies from financial assurance requirements associated with endangered species.  Nadeem Majaj urged attendees to consider the impacts of the current approach (perpetual encumbrance of funds) on their finances.  He will, through CEAC, provide suggested language for letters from Counties and Flood Control entities who are interested in supporting this bill. The Ventura County Counsel indicated that an endowment was not legal since existing boards could not commit future boards.  Nadeem explained that the term intended by this legislation is “Maintenance of Effort”. 
5. FEMA Report

Kathy Schaffer provided a status report on FEMA’s DFIRM Update and Levee Certification Program.  The DFIRM maps are just about finished in the Central Valley, are currently in process in the Bay Area, and they are just starting on the coastal regions.  FEMA has five different software packages or options to use on the DFIRM (e.g., multi frequency depth grids to determine flood depths).  FEMA is trying to separate the PL 84-99 issue from their accreditation.  If FEMA gets a letter from the Corps that a levee is non-acceptable due, for example, from vegetation then FEMA will ask the local agency if they will still stand by their original certification.  If the local agency says no then FEMA will start a decertification process.
6. Other Items 
There is discussion about the Corps proposed Vegetation Variance Guidelines.  The Corps Vegetation Policy does not allow vegetation on certain portions of a levee.  The Corps does allow a variance on a portion of levee but a variance is needed.  This information was transmitted to CEAC members separately.
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