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Summary of CWRA compromise (3) (2).doc
CWRA Amended 6-9 (2).pdf
S 787 Cal EPA Sup Amends.pdf

FYI…
 
CEAC 404 Streamlining Committee Meeting Notes -- Wednesday, July 8
 
Participants:
 
Orange County:
Pamela Middlebrook         
Nardy Khan
Herb Nakasone
Vince Gin
 
Greg Jaquez, LA County (for Mark Pestrella)
Kevin Blakeslee, San Bernardino
Naresh Varma, San Bernardino
Karen Keene, CSAC
 
Status Update
Herb reviewed the meeting with the Corps and their receptivity to two of the three
proposed amendments to CWA
Deletion of the recapture clause is not something they think is necessary because
they couldn’t think of an instance in which they had used it.
 
NAFSMA Regulatory Working Group
Herb explained that they would be collecting examples of permits across the country
and that a standard format was being developed to make the information uniform
and easy to understand, particularly to Representatives and Congressional staffers.
He emphasized that background attachments were also appropriate, but that this
“cover sheet” would be on the face of each example.
 
Herb also reported a call from Ryan Miller with Congressional Budget Office (referred
by Julie Ufner) who was interested in the cost if S 787 passes and additional
maintenance is required for “all waters of the US” – Herb said it would depend on
the Corps rulemaking process; but, it would definitely add to our current burden.
 
Herb encouraged all to contact their congressional Representatives, particularly Los
Angeles and Rep. Napolitano – Greg thinks a meeting may have transpired last week
and will share through Karen anything he learns.
 
NAFSMA recommended CWA amendments still on the table.
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DWR/SAFCA conference call was for the purpose of finding out if they could support
our efforts. Stein has funding issues for Sacramento area work and his focus and
resources must concentrate on that. He is also taking the Corps head-on regarding
vegetation removal. Rod Mayer (DWR) is supportive but does not think that the
Administration would go so far as to support. He did supply some lobbying contacts
including Melinda Terry with the Central Valley Flood Control Association (they have
had problems with 404 permits). He may also be able to help more behind the
scenes.  A conference call with Melinda and several of her members is scheduled for
tomorrow.
 
CSAC Report
Karen will share the CalEPA letter in support of Baucus compromise amendments to
S 787.
 
Next CEAC policy committee meetings October 14-15 in Sacramento. Flood Control
Policy Committee meets the 14th from 1-3 pm.
 
CSAC annual conference in Monterey in November.
 
Discussion
Herb asked Karen to inquire with Mitch Avalon the result of his (Herb’s) presentation
to the BAFFPA and whether the Bay area counties will engage on this issue.
 
Now that compromise amendments have been  introduced, Susan Gilson is going to
try to find out how staff feels about this. People are more focused on the cost: we
should have a clear message to respond to these questions so talking points would
be a good idea promoting a unified message from all counties.
 
The importance of approaching our friends in the environmental community was
discussed. We need to let them know how the difficulties we have in securing 404
permits can negatively impact their/our projects.  It was decided that we should
meet with Ron Stork, Friends of the River, Sacramento, first to get his take before
we launch our individual efforts.
 
Nardy brought up information from Jae Chung, Corps that indicates that even if they
give us a 5 year permit, we have to ask for an extension after two years. Failure to
meet the deadline would require applying from scratch for another permit. This
means we have one more thing to track.
 
ACTION
Karen:
Will collect examples of Sec. 404 maintenance permits for the NAFSMA effort
Will invite the working group to participate in the Central Valley FC Association
conference call tomorrow
Will send the group amendments to S 787
Contact Mitch Avalon regarding Bay area counties engaging in this effort
Develop talking points with Pamela
 
Next call date is August 12th @ 2pm
 
Pamela Middlebrook, Assistant
to Director, OC Engineering
OC Public Works
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