MEETING NOTES

404 Permit Streamlining Subcommittee meeting

March 25, 2009, Monterey, CA

The Subcommittee meeting was held immediately after the CEAC Flood Control & Water Resources Policy Committee meeting at the Annual CEAC Conference in Monterey, California.

Attendance: 

Chair-Herb Nakasone, Mitch Avalon, Chris Stone, Nadeem Majaj, Vincent Gin, Kevin Onuma, Karen Keene, Cara Martinson, Ann Draper, Tom Flinn.

Chair reported on its meeting with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angles District and indicated that the meeting went well and that the Los Angles District staff was receptive to having further discussions on how permit streamlining could occur. The discussion included 1) consideration of 10 year permits, 2) known programmatic mitigation requirements (one time only) for baseline maintenance activities, and 3) clarification and identification of maintenance activities or types of flood protection and drainage facilities requiring 404 permits. The Chair indicated he would continue working with the Los Angles District staff first before coordinating with the South Pacific Division or other Corps districts.

The Chair requested support from other Counties to adopt resolutions supporting the effort to streamline the 404 permit process indicating a letter with a sample resolution had been mailed to County Public Works Directors. Those who needed additional copies could call or email Herb or Karen.

The Chair reported the goal is to seek support from key California House Congressional members who are on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee such as Representatives Napolitano, Filner and Miller from Southern CA and Representatives Tauscher and McNerney from Northern CA.   Resolutions from as many County Boards of Supervisors would be helpful in showing statewide support.

Note: Representative Matsui is no longer on the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. California Representatives currently serving on this committee are: Ellen Tauscher (Solano/Contra Costa), Jerry McNerney (Alameda/San Joaquin) Grace Napolitano (Santa Fe Springs/LA), Bob Filner (San Diego/Imperial), Laura Richardson (Long Beach) and Gary Miller (Orange).
Mitch Avalon invited the Chair, who accepted, to present the CEAC proposal to the Bay Area Stormwater Management Agencies Association (BASMAA) in their next conference call.   

In reviewing the subcommittee’s objectives several members suggested using alternative language to the terms “exemptions” and “one time only” mitigation. These suggested changes will be considered and a revised letter will be coordinated with Karen Keene and mailed to subcommittee members and the County Public Works Directors from CEAC.

The Chair indicated a meeting with SAFCA to include Rod Mayer of DWR is being planned to discuss support for our proposal from both agencies.

The next conference call meeting will be coordinated with Karen Keene who will send out the notification by e-mail.
