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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Randy Murphy    530-934-6541

MESSAGE TO STATE LEGISLATORS: KEEP YOUR HANDS OFF OF OUR HUTA

WILLOWS, June 23, 2009 – Glenn County would lose up to five million dollars in local transportation and roadway maintenance funds under a proposal currently being considered by California State leaders. 

The Legislature’s Budget Conference committee proposes “taking” two years of the local portion of the gas tax collected for the Highway Users Tax Account (HUTA). Meanwhile, the California Department of Finance has proposed a one-year suspension of Proposition 42, which requires a portion of the sales taxes collected on gasoline be directed for local transportation needs. 

Between the HUTA and Proposition 42 suspensions, cities and counties across California would lose $1.7 billion for transportation and roadway repairs and enhancements. The ripple effect of the taking would also add some 4,000 County Public Works employees to the ranks of the unemployed around the state. In Glenn County, the County’s Department of Public Works would lose some $3 million and Transportation an additional sum approaching $2 million over the next two fiscal years, leaving its staff assessing the need for job cuts. 

“We don’t know what we’re going to do yet,” said Planning and Public Works Interim Director, Dave Shoemaker. “We will do what we can to protect incumbent employees and we’re already holding open several vacancies until the picture gets clearer. The combination of these two sources historically accounts for over 60% of our budgeted revenues, with the rest made up from various sources, some of which would be at risk if we were unable to meet local match requirements. Bottom line, any taking will have a significant and deleterious effect on our ability to maintain, let alone improve, the public rights-of-way.”

The announcement by the Legislature’s Budget Conference committee coincides with Glenn County’s release of a recent survey of its residents in which only 41% rated County roads as good or excellent. When viewed with the fact that nearly two-thirds support increased funding to improve the County’s road network, the State seems to be moving in opposition to what the people want. The proposed reduction will instead essentially eviscerate basic municipal services and programs provided by the Glenn County Department of Public Works. 

The majority of County gas tax revenues received from the State directly fund road emergency response, including flood defense and snow removal, basic road maintenance, including pothole repairs, culvert cleaning and brush removal, along with other critical services on over 860 miles of County miles of roads and highways and 200+ bridges maintained by the Department.
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