Date
The Honorable FULL NAME
California State HOUSE
State Capitol, Room NUMBER

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:
Thank You for Helping Save HUTA in the FY 2009-10 Budget Revisions
Dear INSERT TITLE & NAME:

The County of BLANK would like to thank you for your role in stopping the proposed cuts to the local gas tax, or the Highway User Tax Account (HUTA), contained in ABX4 24 and ABX4 30 during the state budget revisions enacted in July 2009. Retaining these funds for counties saved over 4,000 county public works jobs that would have been lost during the worst economic era this state and our nation has experienced in decades. Moreover, taking HUTA funds from local governments would have also resulted in additional lay-offs in other county departments, cities and the private sector. 
Your work to save local HUTA funds in the budget will also help keep the traveling public safe and keep our economy moving in the right direction. A loss of HUTA funds in the magnitude that was being considered by the Legislature would have jeopardized safety projects, emergency response, and critical maintenance functions such as street lighting and snow removal. While some of these services may appear to be minor in nature, they are in fact vital to providing and maintaining a safe and efficient transportation network that all Californians rely on in their daily life. This same roadway system is also vital for commerce, goods movement and farm-to-market activities all of which have consequences on economic activity throughout California.

Specifically, the HUTA take would have had the following affects on the County of… Insert a paragraph or bullet points of specific county impacts – i.e. job loss, project impacts, safety, snow removal, etc. 
Once again, thank you for you involvement in saving HUTA funds in the FY 2009-10 State Budget. California’s counties understand the tough decisions that were facing you in July and will continue to face you in the coming months. Our county and our public works staff and the people we mutually serve are most appreciative of your efforts. 
Sincerely, 
