
1 

 

All Materials Submitted Subject to the 

“3 Rs” - Review, Revision, Rejection 

President’s Message 

By  

                                     Scott D. McGolpin 

 
My oh my, how time flies. This time last year I was preparing to become 

your CEAC president, as 99 previous presidents had done before me. I can-

not believe that our 100th year of CEAC’s service to the citizens of the state 

of California is drawing to a close. It certainly has been a great year! 

 

As we celebrated this outstanding organization’s centennial this year, it was 

humbling to note how many counties recognized CEAC’s contributions to 

public works with resolutions from Board of Supervisors around state. My 

own senator, Hannah-Beth Jackson also sponsored a senate resolution to 

mark this historic event (the Senator was also instrumental in the $100 mil-

lion early repayment of the loan from HUTA to counties and cities for local 

road maintenance within the FY 2014-15 state budget). I hope you provided 

each of your board members with a CEAC pocket protector! At the NACE 

Annual Conference in Baton Rouge, and again at the NACE/AACE Western 

Regional Conference, CEAC shared the centennial message by showing our 

centennial video to all attendees. It was obvious to me that CEAC has gar-

nered respect not only in California, but across America. Your active partici-

pation in CEAC is the basis of our outstanding reputation.  Thank you for 

your continued support! 

 

As we all know, the lack of adequate funding for transportation has been an 

issue for many years. We started this year hoping that a potential solution 

may be on the horizon to help us close our funding gap. At the 2013 fall 

conference in San Jose, we heard Transportation California’s proposal for 

http://books.google.com/books?id=2SkDAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA13&lpg=PA13&dq=ralph+r+arnold+contra+costa+county&source=bl&ots=aI_-uTBS4_&sig=FF8325HLmWprsFH4NZ5KOYR7Lf0&hl=en&sa=X&ei=szH-U5fyKcLFigKYrIGgCw&output=html_text
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President’s Message (cont.) 

increasing revenue options. While their proposal did 

not go forward to the general election, it did prompt 

a larger discussion in California for alternatives to 

the state gas tax. With the increasing number of al-

ternative fueled vehicles in California and else-

where, we continue to see our primary transportation 

funding source diminish. The conversation to re-

place gas taxes will commence in earnest at the fall 

conference in Orange County. Each one of us must 

engage in the conversation in order to develop a sus-

tainable alternative transportation funding source in 

the future. In addition, the federal transportation 

funding bill known as MAP 21 is scheduled to be re-

authorized in 2015.  The continued partnership with 

CSAC, the League of California Cities and the Na-

tional Association of County Engineers is critical to 

insuring that our federal delegation knows what Cal-

ifornia’s counties and cities need from Washington 

D.C. and the federal transportation bill. 

 

CSAC and Los Angeles County led a successful leg-

islative proposal to amend the state’s biomass defini-

tion in 2014. The revised definition now includes 

“non-combustion thermal” technologies, thus 

providing conversion technology the same regulato-

ry certainty and incentives currently provided to 

“controlled combustion biomass.” This is the future 

of solid waste management in California, and once 

again, CEAC is taking a leadership role not only in 

California, but across the country, to develop re-

source recovery and alternative disposal methods for 

municipal solid waste material. To more accurately 

reflect this role, the CEAC solid waste committee 

was renamed in 2014 as the “Resource Recovery and 

Waste Management” committee. 

 

This past summer we each had the opportunity to 

review and comment on a fact sheet developed by 

the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services. The 

fact sheet outlined California's Disaster Proclama-

tion Process and the California Disaster Assistance 

Act (CDAA) funding process. Thanks in part to our 

input, the Governor’s proclamations of a state of 

emergency since the March 2011 tsunami has in-

cluded state contributions to local government 

emergency or disaster related costs, in eight of forty

-six declared events. These actions by the state, cou-

pled with FEMA’s continued denial of a road com-

missioners’ authority contained within state law, 

must be addressed in order to protect each of our 

respective transportation infrastructure systems dur-

ing disasters. We must work with our state delega-

tions now to protect our future ability to obtain gu-

bernatorial proclamations of a state emergency with 

access to CDAA proceeds. The CEAC board of di-

rectors commissioned a white paper this year to as-

sist us when federal disasters strike, and FEMA 

funding is pursued.  In addition, a strategy was de-

veloped to create a potential funding source for 

storm water services. If successful, we will no long-

er have to rob “Peter to pay Paul” to accomplish this 

mandated work.   

 

If someone asked you a decade ago, “have you 

tweeted today,’’ how would you have answered that 

question?  In today’s world, it seems that if you are 

not tweeting or Facebooking on a frequent basis, 

then your organization is probably behind the curve 

in communicating with your customers. Elected of-

ficials have already embraced social media – have 

you? Twitter has approximately 65 million monthly 

active users in our nation. For CEAC to remain rele-

vant and influential, we must be present where the 

people are. We must adapt, or face declining rele-

vance. This will be a challenge for us in the future. 

In addition, CEAC as an organization must continue 

to look for all opportunities that provide diversity in 

our leadership. Through our scholarship program 
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we must encourage diversity in our candidates to 

insure our public works organizations, and ultimate-

ly CEAC, reflect the communities we serve.   

 

In closing, there are so many people I need to thank. 

First, I am honored that the CLODS selected me to 

guide CEAC in 2014. It has been an experience of a 

lifetime and I cannot thank them enough for this 

opportunity. Thank you to the board of directors for 

providing their strong leadership and direction; 

many thanks to each of our members that take an 

active role in the CEAC regional activities and poli-

cy committees; and thank you to our affiliates 

whose tremendous support makes all of our activi-

ties a reality. Lastly, on behalf of CEAC, a very big 

thank you to our CSAC partners - Merrin, DeAnn, 

Kiana, Cara, Karen and Chris. From their advocacy 

efforts this past year on numerous legislative issues, 

to staffing and conducting our conferences, we are 

all extremely fortunate to have the opportunity to 

work with this team. Their efforts have once again 

been outstanding! 

 

Please join me in welcoming our 2015 president, 

Mike Penrose from Sacramento County. May we all 

provide him the support needed to continue to move 

CEAC into the next century. The next hundred 

years will provide tremendous opportunities for 

CEAC. While we must learn from our past, it is our 

responsibility today to insure we have positioned 

CEAC to take advantage of every future opportuni-

ty.    

  

Thank you for your public service and for all of 

your support this past year. 

 

Scott  

Scott,  

Thank you for your commitment 

and strong leadership of our 

CEAC organization this year. 

You Done Good! 
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NACE Report - Fall 2014 

 

by Pat DeChellis  

CEAC Representative to the NACE 

Board of Directors 

 
NACE held its annual conference this year in Baton 

Rouge, Louisiana April 13-17, 2014.  We again had 

a good turnout of CEAC members led by our Presi-

dent, Scott McGolpin.  In addition, our President-

elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, and 

immediate Past President attended representing 

CEAC very well.  I want to encourage each NACE 

member to attend a future conference. I highly rec-

ommend it. 

 

A  highlight of this Conference was the installation 

of Julie Bueren, CEAC member and Contra Costa 

County Director of Public Works, as the NACE 

Western Region Vice President on the NACE Board 

of Directors.  While I recognize that this is a signifi-

cant commitment of time for Julie, I understand that 

Julie’s input on the Board is much valued.  Keep up 

the good work, Julie, representing CEAC and the 

Western Region on the NACE Board of Directors.  

  

I continue to find the NACE Annual Conference 

very informative and I always take away something 

new.  For this conference, there was a continued 

strong emphasis on roadway safety and practices 

that have been developed to improve safety.  Safety 

is our No. 1 priority in Los Angeles County and I 

am sure it is in yours.  What I learn about safety 

practices and improvements elsewhere in the coun-

try is reason enough to continue to attend the NACE 

Annual Conference.   

 

The 2015 Conference will be held April 19-23 in 

Daytona Beach (Volusia County), Florida.  I am 

looking forward to attending this one. It is a joint 

conference with the Florida Chapter of APWA and it 

is anticipated that there could be upwards of 800  

attendees.  You can already go on-line to the NACE 

website, www.countyengineers.org, to register and 

to secure your room for this event.   I also under-

stand that the host hotel is right on the beach.  

  

Future Conferences are: 

 2016 – April 24-28 in Tacoma, Washington 

· 2017 – April 9-13 in Cincinnati, Ohio 

· 2018 – At a location in the Midwest to be 

determined at the 2015 Conference  

NACE no longer “bids out” the annual conference.  

Selection is now made on a regional basis,  When it 

gets back to the Western Region, I would strongly 

that CEAC once again consider hosting the Confer-

ence.  We have much to offer and it is a shame that 

we don’t share it with the County Engineers 

throughout the Country. 

 

Julie Bueren and I recently attended the 29th Annual 

Midwest County Engineers Conference held in 

Rapid City, South Dakota, which is one of the loca-

tions being considered for the 2018 Annual Confer-

ence.  This conference was attended by almost 400 

Public Works Directors, County Engineers, Road 

Superintendents, and Road Supervisors from States 

through the Midwest Region.  The NACE Board of 

Directors held its fall meeting in conjunction with 

this conference.  The conference emphasized how 

to improve maintenance, operations, and safety of 

county roads. 

 

The NACE Western Regional Annual Conference 

was held November 5-7, 2014 in Laughlin, Nevada 

and was hosted by the Arizona Association of 

County Engineers.  Our President, Scott McGolpin, 

coordinated presentations by several of our CEAC 

members, which included himself as part of the 

Welcome and showing the CEAC Centennial Vid-

eo, Greg Kelley from Los Angeles County on Cold-

in-Place treatment, Tom Fayram from Santa Barba-

ra County and Mike Penrose from Sacramento 

County on the Owners Panel, and myself as part of 

a panel discussion on funding alternatives.  As I 

have previously stated, I always take away some-

thing new from these conferences that I want to try 

in my own county. 

 

Hope to see you in Volusia County in April 2015!!! 
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Member Spotlight 

New Affiliate 

 

Bennett Engineering Services, established in 1977, 

provides a full range of professional engineering 

services for public works infrastructure projects 

from initial planning through project startup.  Expe-

rienced professional staff provide their expertise in 

project areas including: water; wastewater; transpor-

tation; land development; stormwater pollution pre-

vention planning; expert witness testimony; con-

struction management; and extension of staff to 

agencies. 

 

Bennett Engineering Services 

1082 Sunrise Ave., Suite 100 

Roseville, CA 95661 

 

Contact: Karman Cates, Marketing Manager 

Phone: (916) 783-4100 

Email: kcates@ben-en.com 

Website: www.ben-en.com 

Additional Contacts: Orin Bennett, PE, President 

and Leo Rubio, PE, Vice-President 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

Returning Affiliate 

 

TRC Engineers, Inc. 

10680 White Rock Road, Suite 100 

Rancho Cordorva, CA 95670 

 

Contact:  Mark Imbriani, Vice-President 

Phone:  (916) 366-0632 

Fax: (916) 366-1501 

Email: mimbriani@trcsolutions.com 

Website: www.trcsolutions.com 

Thank you Conference Sponsors! 
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CEAC Memorial Scholarships  

Once again, the Scholarship Committee consisting 

of Steve  Kowalewski, Chair, from Contra Costa 

County and assisted by Vincent Gin, Orange Coun-

ty, and Scott DeLeon, Lake County, had the task of 

wading through and evaluating sixteen scholarship 

applications that were received from around the 

state this year. 

 

The Committee finally arrived at a consensus to 

award a total of three scholarships, two for students 

pursuing engineering degrees and one for a student 

pursing surveying. Each of the scholarships was in 

the amount of $2,000. 

 

The committee recognized that not only were the 

selected recipients exceptional students, but also 

participated in many outside activities and life expe-

riences that made them perfect recipients for the 

scholarships. 

 

The engineering scholarships were awarded to Eliz-

abeth Jachens and Kianna Negoro.   

 

Elizabeth is from Rescue, California and attends 

CSU Chico majoring in Civil Engineering with a 

minor in mathematics.  She anticipates receiving her 

degree in May 2015. 

 

Kianna is from Fresno, California and attends CSU 

Fresno majoring in Civil Engineering and will com-

plete her degree requirements in December 2014. 

 

Marco Castaneda has been awarded the scholarship 

in surveying.  He is from Manteca, California and 

attends CSU Fresno majoring in Geomatics Engi-

neering.  He anticipates his degree in May 2015. 

 

Elizabeth Jachens, above, proudly displays her 

scholarship award flanked by Scott DeLeon, Lake 

Co., and Mike Crump, Butte Co., and supported by 

CSU Chico Civil Engineering Department Chair, 

Curt Haselton, and Professor Stewart Oakley. 

Fresno County’s Director of Public Works and Plan-

ning, Alan Weaver,  honored Kianna and Marco 

with their scholarships at the October 24th meeting 

of the San Joaquin Road Commissioners/County En-

gineers Association. 

Since its inception, the CEAC Memorial Scholar-

ship Fund has provided over $125,000 in scholar-

ships to deserving engineering and surveying stu-

dents around the state.   

 

Anyone desiring to make a tax deductible donation 

to the Fund may do so by sending a check directly 

to the CEAC Treasurer, who will in turn confirm 

your donation and place it into the Scholarship 

Fund for future distribution. 
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CEAC 100 Years 

As reported in the Newsletter over the past year, our 

organization has been led and supported by many 

outstanding individuals in the field of public works. 

 

In our efforts to locate photos of all of our past Presi-

dents, we have come across interesting facts about 

the careers of our past leaders.  For example, Bob 

Glenn, our very first Newsletter Editor, was found to 

have captained his college baseball team and pitched 

in two major league baseball games. 

 

We found that many of our early leaders were actual-

ly registered surveyors first and registered engineers 

later on as registration of surveyors in California be-

gan in 1891, while the registration of civil engineers 

did not begin until 1929. 

 

Many of our early county surveyors were elected, 

not appointed. Many of these county surveyors along 

with road commissioners, county engineers, and 

public works directors moved on to become county 

administrative officers, city council members, 

mayors, city engineers and heads of statewide com-

missions. Their stories are widely varied, interesting 

and quite remarkable. 

 

One our these men with a remarkable and exciting 

life and career history is Robert L. Ryan, who 

served as CEAC President in 1949-50. 

 

 

 

 

Robert L. Ryan 

Ventura County Surveyor 

CEAC President 1949-50 

 

(Photo of Ryan is from 1919-20 time 

period as he worked on a survey 

crew at the Grand Canyon) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Laurence Ryan was born in Galesburg, Illi-

nois on January 17, 1894. He attended Knox College 

in Galesburg before going to the University of Cali-

fornia at Berkeley.  He graduated in 1917 with a de-

gree in engineering, although he left six months ear-

ly in order to serve with the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers in France during World War I.   

 

Following the war, he joined a survey crew at the 

Grand Canyon that was doing the initial survey 

work for an aerial tramway proposed for a crossing 

of the canyon from El Tovar on the south rim, then 

across several buttes and outcroppings to the north 

rim of the canyon. At the time this tramway was 

proposed as a more scenic and comfortable alterna-

tive than mules as a way of crossing the canyon. 

 

In accomplishing the survey, the crew consisting of 

three surveyors, “camp rustlers”, and a cook, se-

quentially constructed trams across the buttes.  

These cable ways were then used to transfer survey 

gear and food to their next base camp.  When they 

needed to cross the Colorado River, Robert Ryan, 

the strongest swimmer, tied the rope around himself 

and swam across the current, a feat he performed 

twice.  The crew then constructed a raft of empty ten

-gallon oil cans and hitched it to ropes and pulleys to 

enable them to carry all their gear across the river. 

The survey effort was eventually abandoned some-

time in 1920.  Mr. Ryan wrapped up his effort on 

this project by assembling an album of survey pho-

tographs to document the work that had been pur-

sued. The album of photographs is currently housed 

in the Cline Library archives at Northern Arizona 

University. 

 

Ryan subsequently went to work in Mexico to par-

ticipate in oil exploration as an employee of the 

Mexican Eagle Oil Company. 

 

Ryan returned to California in 1922, and continued 

work for the petroleum industry for some time. He 

met and married Ida May Shively, a native Califor-

nian, after which he was elected Ventura County 

Surveyor.  Ryan then served in that position from 

1935 to 1943 and following service in World War II 

from 1947 to 1954. 

 

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, Ryan joined the 

U.S. Naval Construction Battalion Corps (Seabees) 
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and served in the Pacific.  This is where Ryan’s his-

tory again gets quite interesting.  Below is a sum-

mary of an incident that occurred during his time in 

the Pacific. 

 

The Legend of Robert L. Ryan: Segi Island, New 

Georgia, 1943.  Compiled by Gina Nichols, Archi-

vist, U.S. Seabee Museum, Naval History and Her-

itage Command. 

 

On June 21, 1943, two companies of the Fourth 

Marine Raiders disembarked from the destroyer-

transports ‘Dent’ and ‘Waters’ and cautiously 

landed at Segi Point on New Georgia Island.  The 

Marines had initiated the American amphibious 

attack against the strategic enemy-held island.  

They did not meet the heavy Japanese resistance 

they had expected.  Their advance up the beach was 

unchecked by gunfire. 

 

Suddenly a figure emerged from the jungle and 

walked forward, not to threaten, but to greet them.  

“Colonel,” he said, “the Navy Seabees are always 

happy to welcome the Marines to enemy-held terri-

tory.”  As they shook hands, astonished Marine Lt. 

Col. Michael Currin could only mutter, “Well, I’ll 

be….” 

 

The surprised Marines owed this unusual reception 

to a brave officer, Lt. Robert L. Ryan, Civil Engi-

neer Officer, U.S. Naval Reserve.  The 49-year old 

Ryan of Santa Paula, California, led a reconnais-

sance party of two Army officers ashore on June 14, 

 1943. His party gathered landing and enemy disposi-

tion information, which was presented to an advance 

survey party. 

 

For the zeal and professional skill displayed during 

his reconnaissance mission in New Georgia, and his 

later participation in the construction of the fighter 

landing strip at Segi Point, Ryan was awarded the 

Legion of Merit by the United States Army and was 

subsequently promoted to the rank of Commander. 

 

As previously noted, after the war, Robert Ryan re-

turned to the position of Ventura County Surveyor.  

He passed away in Oxnard, California on July 31, 

1954. 

 

 

We are continuing to gather historical information 

about CEAC’s first 100 years and are still search-

ing for photographs of the following eight CEAC 

Presidents.  

  

Any assistance you could provide in locating any 

of these in your Department or County archives 

would be greatly appreciated. 

 

Arthur E. Cowell, Merced County, 1921-22 

H.F. Cozzens, Monterey County, 1933-34 

 

Marshall Wallace, Sonoma County, 1950-51 

Joseph H. Mack, San Diego County, 1953-54 

 

Carl L. Lind, Fresno County, 1957 

Charles S. Dumble, Kern County, 1958-59 

 

David K. Speer, San Diego County, 1968-69 

Clinton D. Beery, Fresno County, 1972-73 
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Droppings 

By  

 

Dave  ‘Road Runner’ Gravenkamp 

 

CEAC Historian 

 

“The Stomp (Continued)” 

If you read the last “Droppings” you will recall I 

wrote about the American Society of Big Game 

Hunters & Pelican Egg Stompers.  The purported 

activity of the Stompers was to hunt the wily buck, 

but knowing several of the players I’d guess the 

principle activity was drinking and playing poker. 

Time did not permit, in my last writing, divulging 

the names of the Stompers. 

 

Bill McIntosh “invented” the Stomp and furnished 

the McIntosh cabin on Eagle Lake to house several 

of the participants.  Lassen County Assistant Road 

Commissioner, Dick “Curly” Uptegrove, and broth-

er Jim also provided housing at the Lake.  John 

Mitchell, who provided much of the background for 

my story, was the Lassen County Deputy Public 

Works Director.  His father had a large nearby ranch 

where most of the hunting took place.  John attended 

27 Stomps, which I assume was all of them, and no 

doubt Bill, Dick and Jim also attended every Stomp. 

 

Other County Engineers attending the Stomp over 

the years included the following:  Bruce McClain, 

Monterey County and CEAC President in 1966; Vic 

Sauer, Contra Costa County and 1968 CEAC Presi-

dent; Ed Hanna, San Benito County and 1957 CEAC 

President; Verne Davis, Merced County and 1984 

CEAC President; Buzz Stokes, Ventura County, 

Honorary CLOD; Ted McConville, Orange County; 

Budge Campbell, Mendocino County, 1980 CEAC 

President; Howard Van Reyper, 1970 CEAC Presi-

dent from Yolo County; Bill Jones, Solano County 

and 1962 CEAC President; Don Head, Sonoma 

County, 1974 CEAC President.  Perhaps now you 

will understand why I consider the Stomp almost a 

CEAC activity.  I don’t know how many years each 

of these attended, but I’d guess a few were part of 

the “27 year club”. 

 

Many of the non-county engineers that attended 

over the years could be labeled a part of the who's 

who in government.  The list included: Jack Merl-

man, former CSAC Executive Director; Vic Pot-

torff, CSAC Deputy Director and Honorary CLOD; 

Bernie Hillenbrand, NACO Executive Director, fed-

eral agency head and Methodist minister;  Fred 

Metz, Susanville Planning Commissioner; Bill 

White, Lassen County Planning Director; Bob 

Glenn, Institute of Transportation Studies, CEAC 

Treasurer and first CEAC Newsletter Editor; and 

Bunky Parker, USFS Supervisor. 

 

The gang would meet at Bill and Dixie’s house on 

Thursday and from there travel to Eagle Lake.  Both 

Bill and John advised that Buzz Stokes always made 

a special entrance.  They told of one instance when  

tape recorder had been hidden at the McIntosh 

house and at the proper time a recording of a plane 

in distress and subsequently crashing was heard.  

Shortly thereafter, a military ambulance stopped at 

the McIntosh’s and a bandaged Buzz Stokes 

emerged. 

 

John told of a Stomp attended by Jack Merlman, 

who at the time lived in New York City.  Seems as 

Jack played the piano so one was moved to the 

McIntosh cabin.  Fred Metz played the trumpet and 

a band was formed.  The old, old timers may recall 

that Fred accompanied the reading of “Trees” at the 

Spring Conference in 1972, when Irv Mohar, Los 

Angeles County, received the very first Buffalo Bull 

Award.  Fred also played “Taps” at the graveside 

funeral service for Dixie McIntosh. 
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John indicated that some of the other activities at the 

Stomp included horseshoes, darts volleyball, swim-

ming, fishing (for Eagle Lake Trout), and mesquite 

gathering.  The highlight of the festivities came Sat-

urday night with a formal dinner followed by the 

presentation of the Golden Egg Award.  Dress at the 

dinner ranged from tuxedos, to tattered ‘hobo’ attire, 

to a clown costume.  An unnamed committee (John 

suspected it included Bill, Ed, Bruce and Verne) 

decided on the recipient of the traveling Golden Egg 

trophy.  (Sorry CHICS, but the Stompers beat you to 

the award title by about 50 years).  The Golden Egg 

was a coveted award and assured the recipient 

would be invited to the next Stomp. 

 

There may be some of you who, after reading about 

the Stomp, think it was juvenile and a waste of time. 

I strongly disagree with this though and feel that 

activities such as the Stomp, the Buffalo Bull award, 

the CLODS barbecue, etc. have strengthened our 

organization through the years.  I only wish that I 

could have attended one in order to get to know bet-

ter some of the really good people. 

 

See you in Disneyland.   

 

Dave 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eagle Lake - Lassen County 

Soon to be Ex-President Scott was recently  

spotted by paparazzi in Lake Almanor, CA. 

Was he already applying for a new job? 

….or was it the $40,000 vacation giveaway 

that he was really interested in? 
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Buffalo Bull Award - 2015                            

is continuing to solicit nominations from all CEAC members and affiliates for potential candidates for the 

prestigious Buffalo Bull Award.  Don’t delay, give this some rigorous thought and submit your nominations 

as soon as you can.  All prospective candidates will be screened by the acclaimed Tres Pinos Committee, 

with the most deserving candidates being “honored” at the President’s Banquet during the Spring  2015 

CEAC conference in Orange County.   

Note: All nominations are kept strictly confidential! 

Please submit your nominations and any  

supporting documentation to  

kanuto2y@gmail.com 

NOTE:  Due to a lack of nominations received to date…...the award for 2015 

 is in jeopardy of being cancelled. 



18 

Platinum Sponsors for 2014 

Thank you so much for your commitment  
of support to our CEAC organization ! 


