
 

  

  

  

President’s Message 

By Johannes Hoevertsz 

Director, Public Infrastructure  
Sonoma County 

Colleagues, 

As we reach the midpoint of the year, I want to take a moment to thank each of 
you for the work you continue to do on behalf of California’s counties and the com-
munities we serve. 

This is always an important time of year for counties. Across the state, we have just 
come through budget season, and I know many of you have been working through 
difficult decisions, competing priorities, and tightening resources. With continued 
uncertainty at the federal level and growing pressure on local budgets, counties are 
once again being asked to do more with less. I hope each of your counties fared as 
well as possible during this budget cycle, and I want to acknowledge the leadership, 
professionalism, and resilience that county teams bring to this process every year. 

At the same time, our work continues. We remain focused on advocating for the 
funding, tools, and flexibility counties need to maintain essential services, protect 
public safety, invest in infrastructure, and support the long-term health of our com-
munities. These conversations are not always easy, but they are critical. Counties 
are on the front lines, and our collective voice matters. 

I am also looking forward to our upcoming Field Summit, where we will have the 
opportunity to come together, learn from one another, and continue strengthening 
the relationships that make our statewide county network so valuable. 

This year, we may also have an opportunity to ask Howard Dashiell, Director of 
Public Works for Mendocino County, about the recent catastrophic failure of the 
Green Bridge near Covelo. Thankfully, the driver involved survived with minor inju-
ries. It is a timely reminder of the importance of keeping up with our aging infra-
structure and continuing to advocate for the funding counties need to maintain 
safe and reliable roads and bridges. 

Thank you again for your leadership, your partnership, and your commitment to 
public service. I look forward to seeing many of you at the Field Summit and contin-
uing our work together on behalf of all California counties. 

With appreciation, 

Johannes J. Hoevertsz 
President 
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President’s Message (continued) WHAT’S HAPPENING Around the State!!! 

SAVE the DATES 
 
 CEAC Northern California Field Summit (formerly known as THE Bedroll Conference)-                         

 July 29-31, 2026, Camp Tehama (see next pages for details and registration) 

 21st Annual CEAC Policy Conference  - August 20-21. 2026, Capital Event Center, Sacramento 

 132nd CSAC Annual Fall Meeting - December 1-4, 2026, Gaylord Pacific Resort & Convention Center, 

 Chula Vista, San Diego County 

 2027 CEAC Spring Conference - March 15-16, 2027, Hyatt Regency Orange County 
 2027 NACE Annual Conference - April  5-8, 2027, Cleveland, OH (Cuyahoga County) 

MEET the NEW DIRECTORS 

Brian K. Mickelson - Brian was appointed by the Yuba County Board of Supervisors as the Director of Public 
Works for the County effective April 1, 2026.  He replaces Sam Bunton.  Brian has over 30 years of experience in 
civil engineering and is a California-licensed Civil Engineer and Traffic Engineer.  He 
graduated from CalState Chico with a Bachelors of Science Degree in Civil Engi-
neering and began his career in 1995 with Rolls Anderson and Rolls in Chico as an 
Assistant Civil Engineer. In 1999, Brian was an Assistant Civil Engineer II with the 
Town of Paradise.  In 2001, he began a  12-year career with the City of Chico, first 
as an Associate Civil Engineer, then promoted to a Senior Civil Engineer in 2003.  In 
2013, he became the Assistant City Engineer with the City of Davis.  In 2019, he 
was promoted to Deputy Director - Public Works Utilities and Operations for the 
City.  In 2022, he became the Assistant Director of Public Works/County Engineer 
for the County of Colusa  and in 2024, the Deputy Director of Public Works Yuba 
County.   

 

 

Tory Newman - Tory was appointed by the San Mateo County Board of  
Supervisors as the Director of Public Works for the County effective April 1, 2026.  
He replaces Ann Stillman who retired March 30, 2026 after a 38 year career with 
the County.  Tory has nearly 25 years of experience and over 7 years with the 
County, most recently as the Deputy Director, Public Works overseeing facilities.   

 
 

Josh Handel - Josh was appointed by the Sierra County Board of Supervisors as 

the Director of Public Works for the County effective April 1, 2026.  Originally from 
Hayward, Josh first learned about infrastructure in the Air Force before completing 
two degrees in Transportation Planning.  His most notable roles have been working 
for the City of Berkeley in their Public Works Department , for the National Park 
Service at Sequoia National Park and the Denver Regional Office, and most recently 
for the Oregon Department of Transportation in Roseburg, OR.  He is the right fit for 
Sierra County, having a great appreciation for outdoor recreation and historic 
preservation.  Josh has backpacked the John Muir Trail, the Annapurna Circuit, and 
the wilderness surrounding Denali.  He lives in Downieville with his wife, 2-year old 
daughter, and newborn son.   
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MEET more of the NEW DIRECTORS 
 

Dan Newton - Dan was appointed by the Tehama  County Board of Supervisors 
as the Director of Public Works for the County effective July 1, 2026.  Tom Provine, 
the Administrative Services Director for Tehama County had been Interim Public 
Works Director since August 2025.  Dan has spent the last 20 years working at the 
City of Susanville.  He was hired as the Assistant City Engineer in 2006 and moved up 
through the ranks becoming the City Engineer in 2009, Interim City Administrator in 
2017, Public Works Director in 2018, City Administrator in 2021 and City Manager in 
2024.   His last day as City Manager was June 26, 2026. 

 

 
Colt Esenwein - Colt was appointed by the Butte County Board of Supervisors as 

the Director of Public Works for the County effective May 29, 2026.  He replaces 
Josh Pack who became the CAO with Colusa County in late 2025.  Colt graduated 
from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in 1999 with a Bachelors of Science Degree in Civil/
Environmental Engineering.  Colt’s recent experience includes 4 years as the Public 
Works Director/City Engineer for the City of Williams and almost 1 year as the Public 
Works and Airport Operations Director for Colusa County.  Colt leaves Colusa County 
taking the position that Josh left vacant.  He also previously worked for Santa Cruz 
and Stanislaus Counties.  Colt’s experience includes responsibility for roads, bridges, 
water and wastewater systems, solid waste, flood control and construction manage-
ment. His work also includes disaster response and recovery, along with prior ser-
vice in the United States Navy. 
 
 

Jared Carter - Jared was appointed by the Madera County Board of Supervisors 
as the Director of Public Works for County effective June 2, 2026.  Jared has more 
than 22 years of local government experience, all with the Madera County includ-
ing his most recent role as Deputy Director of Public Works. Prior to assuming the 
position of Deputy Director, Jared held positions of Assistant Engineer and Assis-
tant Road Commissioner. As Deputy Director since 2014, Mr. Carter has overseen 
multi-million dollar infrastructure and transportation improvement programs; 
managed solid waste operations and the County landfill and transfer station; man-
aged departmental and division budgets; secured and administered local, state, 
and federal funding; and directed engineering and operational activities for critical 
County services. Having grown up in the mountain area of Eastern Madera County, 
Jared has a strong sense of understanding and connection to the residents he con-
tinues to serve in his new role with Public Works. 

 

 

Chad Senior - Chad was appointed by the Mono County Board of Supervisors as 
the Director of Public Works for the County effective June 8, 2026.   He replaces 
Paul Roten who retired June 5, 2026 after 22 years with the County.  Chad brings 
25 years of civil engineering experience to the job.  Since 2017, he has served 
Mono County in various key engineering roles, most recently as the Transportation 
and Environmental Engineer. In this capacity, he has been instrumental in oversee-
ing transportation programs, solid waste operations, capital planning, and grant 
administration. 

President’s Message (continued) WHAT’S HAPPENING Around the State!!!  (continued) 
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“ASCE is at an inflection point.” So says Rossana D’Antonio, P.E., G.E., ENV SP, 
F.ASCE, the ASCE 2027 president-elect.  “I often describe it as a Renaissance 
of sorts.  Our members are navigating unprecedented demands – climate 
resilience, infrastructure modernization, workforce evolution, and a need for 
greater inclusion across every level of the profession.” 

Rossana serves as the executive director of NV5, a global consulting firm. 
Before that, she worked 33 years for Los Angeles County Public Works in a 
variety of roles, including as deputy director of municipal services and emer-
gency management from 2016 to 2023.  She retired from LA County in 2023. 

Rossana served on the ASCE Board of Direction as an at-large director, 2022-
25, and has been active in many other ASCE activities, from advocacy to sus-
tainability over the years. She has also been a longtime leader in Region 9, 
California, and her hometown of Los Angeles. 

“This profession has shaped my life in ways that go far beyond projects or 
job titles.  My career has been shaped by service, resilience, and a belief that 
leadership must be both technically sound and profoundly human.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On a stormy late May morning in 2008, TACA Airlines Flight 390 crashes at one of the most dangerous air-
ports in the world, Honduras’s Toncontin International Airport. Five people die in the crash—among them 
Rossana D’Antonio’s brother, pilot Cesare D’Antonio. Suspecting Cesare will be made a scapegoat for the 
accident, as so often happens to pilots, Rossana decides to leverage her decades of experience as an engi-
neer and set out in search of the truth.   

Part memoir, part exposé, 26 Seconds interweaves Rossana’s research regarding other parallel accidents 
with her own story. Six months after the TACA crash, Captain Sully Sullenberger lands his plane on the Hud-
son River. Although authorities call his landing a miracle, they also blame him for its necessity. One year 
after the TACA 390 tragedy, Air France 447 falls from the sky. Again, pilot error.   

As Rossana digs deeper, she exposes a culture that is too quick to conclude pilot error and an industry that 
experiences systemic weaknesses, chooses profits over safety, lies to its customers, and is willing to risk 
lives to get its planes back up in the sky. Ultimately, she uncovers the smoking gun she ’s been looking for—
revealing the truth about TACA 390, exposing aviation cover -ups, and challenging us all to question the 
very systems we’ve been told we can trust with our lives.  

Editor’s Note: Rosanna’s husband, Fred Rubin, was one of my first supervisors when I started my career at 
Los Angeles County Public Works over 50 years ago; I worked with Rossana at LA County for over 25 years.    

President’s Message (continued) Incoming ASCE President-elect 2027 
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President’s Message (continued) 
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President’s Message (continued) 
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President’s Message (continued) NACE 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Delegate Breakfast 
Monday 

CEAC Delegation 
from l-r: 

George Johnson, Matt Machado,     
Mike Penrose, Daniel Woldesenbet, 
Amber Lo, David Engbrecht,               
Nathan Bray, and David Leamon 

 

standing l-r: 

Howard Dashiell, Johannes Hoevertsz, 
and Merrin Gerety 
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President’s Message (continued) NACE 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE  (continued) 

Texas Staff checking 

in attendees. 

 

pictures below - 

The Exhibit Hall 
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President’s Message (continued) NACE 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE  (continued) 

Monday Evening 

TEXAS ROUNDUP 

@ TEXAS LIVE! 

Pictures below were taken 

from Texas Live! 
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President’s Message (continued) NACE 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE  (Views from Loews Arlington Hotel) 
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President’s Message (continued) NACE 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE  (Home of the Texas Rangers) 

Editor’s Note: no pictures 

were allowed of the field  

because they were 

setting it up for Bruno 

Mars concerts held on 

April 18 and 19, 2026. 
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President’s Message (continued) NACE 2026 ANNUAL CONFERENCE  (continued)) 

NACE President’s Dinner 

and  

Installation of Officers 2026-27 
from l-r:  Sandra Hoevertsz, Johannes 
Hoevertsz, Deanna Leamon, Matt Machado, 
David Leamon, Mark Servi, George Johnson, 
Luann Johnson, and Laurie Servi 

  from l-r:                                                                       

Jodi Teich, North Central Region, VP, 
 Otter Trail County, MN;                          
Luke McGinty, Southeast Region, VP, 
 Elmore County, AL;                                     
Patrick Ginnetti, Northeast Region, VP, 
 Mahoning County OH;                               
Rich Sanders, NACo Rep, Polk County, MN; 
Jeff Blue, Moderator and 2023 NACE 
 President (Illinois);                                              
Matt Machado, Secretary & Treasurer, 
 Santa Cruz County, CA;                                                                           
Wayne Sandberg, President Elect, Washington County, MN;                                                                                           
Pam Dingman, President, Lancaster County, NE; and,                                                                                                  
Jacob Thorius, Past President, Washington County, IA 

Additional Members       

of the                           

NACE Executive 

Committee 
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President’s Message (continued) NACE 2027 ANNUAL CONFERENCE - April 5-8, 2027 
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President’s Message (continued) NACE REPORT 

     Howard Dashiell 

     CEAC Rep to NACE 
 
 

All the buzz with our recent National Association of County Engineers (NACE) meeting revolves around H.R. 8870, 
which the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee recently advanced - named BUILD America 250 Act.  
The five-year surface transportation bill would reauthorize federal highway, transit, rail, freight, safety, and related 
transportation programs through fiscal year 2031. 

BUILD increases the current surface transportation law Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) funding levels by 
roughly $580 billion over five years; approximately $30 billion more per year than the 2021 law, which expires on 
September 30, 2026.  This includes continued investments in core highway formula programs.  FORMULA PRO-
GRAMS over COMPETITIVE GRANTS appear to be another policy emphasis for this Congress.  Smaller local agencies 
see this as a win because competitive grants have disproportionally gone to large agencies or states while formulas 
are spread large and small.  To ensure that the local entity receives funding, the proposed bill sets minimum sharing 
at 75% state to 25% local (previously the split was 85% - 15%).  California is fortunate that Caltrans intends to contin-
ue its previous commitment of a 60% state to 40% local split which is even better. 

Important to California Counties and CEAC members is the Highway Bridge Program (HBP) Formula funding, which 
increases from roughly $5.5 billion to $9 billion per year.  Again, States will need to use 25% minimum of the funds 
they receive for a statewide competitive grant process.  Off-system bridges that are locally owned count towards the 
25 percent set aside for locally owned bridges.  There will be a  95% federal cost share for the locally owned bridge 
projects.  One hundred percent toll credits might be gone, but 95% is not bad. 

On the other hand, some of the competitive grants are going away or are being reduced in BUILD.  For example, 
Mendocino County has two emergency access route projects, which were awarded Local Transportation Climate 
Adaption Program (LTCAP) grants with IIJA funds from the Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Effi-
cient and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) program.  While MOST of the funding is from the California LTCAP 
grant, loss of IIJA portion could cause local share match to be 20%. However, it should be noted that the BUILD 
America 250 would preserve some resilience related eligibilities by adding them to the new Surface Transportation 
Block Grant (STBG). The STBG program could become an important discretionary funding opportunity for counties, 
particularly for locally significant projects that may not fit neatly within traditional formula programs or larger na-
tional grant competitions. 

BUILD America 250 would eliminate two formula programs that IIJA had created for the Carbon Reduction Program 
(CRP) in case any of us got funding from there, which Mendocino County did not. 

Finally, the Arizona Association of County Engineers (AACE) Conference in Laughlin, NV, which is also considered a 
NACE Western Region (Idaho, Oregon, Washington, California, Nevada, and Arizona), was held June 10-12, 2026.  
CEAC members in attendance were CEAC Newsletter Editor Patrick DeChellis, Trinity County Director of Public 
Works Panos Kakkas, and three staff members from Mendocino County: Deputy Director of Solid Waste & Water 
Agency Amber Fisette, Senior Environmental Coordinator James Linderman, and yours truly (Howard Dashiell). 

 

Future NACE Conferences (all in the Spring, usually mid-April): 

2027, Cleveland, Ohio dates April 5th to 8th, 2027 

2028, Michigan, location & dates TBD 
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President’s Message (continued) AACE/NACE 2026 Western Region Conference 
June 10-12, 2026 

 

from l-r:  Howard Dashiell, Stephanie Dashiell, Panos Kokkas, 

Kevan Stone, Amber Fisette, and James Linderman 

 

Editor's Note: This was the first NACE Western Region Confer-

ence since the Pandemic.  The last one I attended was in 2018. 
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President’s Message (continued) AACE/NACE 2026 Western Region Conference (continued) 

View from one of the towers of the Aquarius Ho-
tel in Laughlin which borders the Colorado River.  
The Aquarius has hosted this Conference for as 
far back as anyone can remember.   

On the other side of the river is Bullhead City, AZ. 
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President’s Message (continued) AACE/NACE 2026 Western Region Conference (continued) 

 

On our way back to the Las Vegas Airport for our flights 
home, we stopped at Hoover Dam and took a self-
guided tour.   

These are just a sample of the pictures taken. 

The picture above taken east of the “new” bridge that bypasses 
the dam.  The old route was on the top of the dam.  The old 
route can be seen going under the bridge and still heads to the 
dam.  It is blocked for any use except emergencies. 
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President’s Message (continued) 2026 PUBLIC WORKS ADMIN PROFESSIONALS SEMINAR 
Hosted by Stanislaus and 

Merced Counties 

June 24-26, 2026 

THE NORTH CORRIDOR PROJECT 

The largest capital improvement 

project in Stanislaus County EVER!!!   

(per David Leamon) 
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President’s Message (continued) 2026 PUBLIC WORKS ADMIN PROFESSIONALS SEMINAR    
(continued) 

 

Presentation by Stanislaus County 

 

 AI in Action  

Powerful Tools to Empower 

Public Works Administrative 
Professionals 

Editor’s Note: pictures courtesy of John Hoole,  

Dewberry (one of the sponsors of the Seminar), and    

Jennifer Adkin, Executive Assistant to David 

Leamon. 
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President’s Message (continued) Bay Area Regional Report 
By Vanessa Garrett, Regional Director 

Deputy Director, Sonoma County 
Representing Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco,                                            

San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, and Sonoma Counties 
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President’s Message (continued) Bay Area Regional Report (continued) 
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President’s Message (continued) Bay Area Regional Report (continued) 



 

25 

President’s Message (continued) Bay Area Regional Report (continued) 
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President’s Message (continued) Bay Area Regional Report (continued) 
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President’s Message (continued) Bay Area Regional Report (continued) 
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Job Opportunities in Local Government 

CEAC provides an opportunity for California county and city public works agencies to post job 

openings on our site. New positions are posted on a regular basis. 

 County Job Openings: CSAC Website as of July 10, 2026 

 

….if you’re seeking a job. 

For public sector job seekers, the CEAC Website can be an invaluable job-hunting resource. This page al-
lows direct access to job listings posted by public-sector employers.  We urge you to check this site often, 
since new jobs are posted regularly. 

…if you’re a Public Sector Employer.   To recruit candidates, you may email a position announcement/
description or direct link to the position to Merrin Gerety at mgerety@counties.org 

There is a submittal fee for each job opportunity listing. For CEAC members (county public works and CEAC 
affiliate members), the cost is $130 per listing; for non-members, $208 per listing. Each opening runs for six 
weeks or until the posted application deadline. 

Merrin Gerety at mgerety@counties.org 

Organization Position Date Posted Closing Date/
First Review 

San Diego County 
 
Deputy Director, Public Works -Engineering 
Services Division 

7/10/2026 8/10/2026 

Contra Costa County 
 
Senior Capital Facilities Project Manager 

6/24/2026 7/15/2026 

City of Coronado 
 
Public Services and Engineering Director 

7/7/2026 7/31/2026 

San Luis Obispo County 
 
Water Laboratory Manager 

7/7/2026 7/20/2026 

Ventura County 
 
Director – Public Works Agency, Watershed 
Protection (Flood Control) 

6/23/2026 Continuous Until 
Filled 

City of Pacifica Deputy Director Public Works – Field Services 
& Engineering 

6/16/2026 7/17/2026 

Marin County Flood Control & Water Conservation District 
General Manager 

6/2/2026 7/20/2026 

http://www.counties.org/view-job-posting-location
mailto:mgerety@counties.org
mailto:mgerety@counties.org
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/5334763/deputy-director-public-works-engineering-services-division-26221005u?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sdcounty/jobs/5334763/deputy-director-public-works-engineering-services-division-26221005u?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/contracosta/jobs/5371011/senior-capital-facilities-project-manager?keywords=senior&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.peckhamandmckenney.com/public-services-engineering-director-city-of-coronado-california
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/slocountyca/jobs/5338938/water-laboratory-manager
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/ventura/jobs/5315159/director-public-works-agency-watershed-protection-flood-control?keywords=watershed&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/ventura/jobs/5315159/director-public-works-agency-watershed-protection-flood-control?keywords=watershed&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.calopps.org/pacifica/job-20748897
https://www.calopps.org/pacifica/job-20748897
https://ralphandersen.com/jobs/flood-control-water-conservation-district-general-manager-county-of-marin/
https://ralphandersen.com/jobs/flood-control-water-conservation-district-general-manager-county-of-marin/

