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THOMAS FIRE AND THE 1-9 DEBRIS FLOW 
DECEMBER 2017 – JANUARY 2018 



THOMAS FIRE FOOTPRINT 

 



GOBERNADOR DEBRIS BASIN 

Clearing 

December 2017 

Post clearing  

December 2017 



BEFORE THE STORM (DEC 15 – JAN 5) 
RACE TO MAKE 11 BASINS “WHISTLE CLEAN” 

• 11 Debris Basins cleared 

• Work completed on Jan. 5, 2018 



DEBRIS 
MOVEMENT 

• Upper creek reaches 

scoured clear 

• Lower reaches 

enormous deposition 



CHANNELS OVERWHELMED 

Meadow Wood Lane 



 



COUNTY / CORPS CHANNEL CLEARING 

 



San Ysidro Creek Cleanout at US 101 – County Forces 



POST “INITIAL CLEARING” – FINAL 
CLEARING 

Montecito Creek at Olive Mill 



CHANNEL CLEARING 

County / Corps    County Forces 



GOBERNADOR DEBRIS BASIN 

Post Debris Flow 

 Post Corps Cleanout 



COLD SPRINGS DEBRIS BASIN 



 

COLD SPRINGS DEBRIS BASIN 



SAN YSIDRO BASIN 



SAN YSIDRO CREEK DEBRIS BASIN 



DEBRIS BASINS OVERWHELMED 
SAN YSIDRO BASIN 

 



MONTECITO CREEK DEBRIS BASIN 

 



MONTECITO 
CREEK DEBRIS 

BASIN 
Approximate Debris 

Flow Line  



SAN YSIDRO 
CREEK, HWY 192 



 



 





HAZARD AREA IDENTIFICATION 
POST 1-9 DEBRIS FLOW 



QUESTIONS 

“If the rain comes as predicted and the debris 

flow estimates are true, it’s probably going to 

be something we haven't seen before,”  

Fayram said. 


