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Financing CA’s Water Management Activities 
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Source:  2013 California Flood Future, Attachment I: Finance Strategies (CDWR) 

Average Annual Expenditures in Flood Management, 2000 - 2010 



Our Strategic Approach Flood Management 
Needs Improvement 
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ASCE’s 2009 
America’s Infrastructure Report Card 



California Water Management is Complex 
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Governance is Slow to Change 
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California Water Policy Trends 
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Our Thinking Has Evolved 
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Roles & Types of Plans 
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Levels of Study 
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Implementation of action must 
move through increasingly 
more detailed levels of action 

 

• Conceptual 

• Appraisal 

• Feasibility 

• Site-Specific 

• Design 

• Plans & Specifications 



California’s Flood Future: 
Plan to Inform Policy Discussions / Conceptual Detail 

1. Statewide Focus – estimated 
exposure and level of investment 
needed to address current flood 
risk 
 

2. Created map books to show flood 
risk exposure for every county 
 

3. Catalogued history of flooding for 
reference by local and regional 
planning agencies and land use 
officials 
 

4. Articulated 7 high level / policy 
recommendations 
 

5. Established key flood management 
vocabulary / terminology 
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Directive to Focus on Integrated Resources 
Management 
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There is a Host of Water Policy Drivers 

12 



River Basin 
Planning 
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River Basin Planning 10 Golden Rules 

1. Develop a comprehensive 
understanding of the entire 
system 

 

2. Plan and act, even without full 
knowledge 

 

3. Prioritize for current attention, 
and adopt a phased and 
iterative approach to achieve 
long-term goals 
 

4. Recognize that basin-planning 
is iterative and often chaotic 
 

5. Enable adaptation to changing 
circumstances 
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River Basin Planning 10 Golden Rules 

6. Develop relevant and 
consistent thematic plans 

 

7. Address issues at the 
appropriate scale by nesting 
local plans under the basin 
plan 

 

8. Engage stakeholders with a 
view to strengthening 
institutional relationships 

 

9. Focus on implementation of 
the basin plan throughout 

 

10. Select the planning approach 
and methods to suit the basin 
needs 
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Effective Use of Planning for Implementation 
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Key DWR Flood Management Planning / 
Floodplain Management Activities 

• Managing State Plan of Flood 
Control Risks 
– 2017 Update to the Central Valley 

Flood Protection Plan 

– Annual Flood Risk Notification 
 

• Legislative Advocacy & Policy 
Development 
– Statewide Flood Management Plan / 

Investing in CA’s Flood Future 

– Federal & Legislative Advocacy and 
Planning 

– Silver Jackets (Local / State / Federal 
Communication & Coordination) 

• National Flood Insurance Program 
– Community Assistance Program 
– Community Assistance Visits 

– Coastal Vulnerability Assessments 

– Rural Floodplain Management 
Working Group 

 

• Federal / State / Local Project 
Development 
– Technical Review of CA-based USACE 

Investigations (aka Feasibility Studies) 

– Sponsorship of State Plan of Flood 
Control USACE Investigations 
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NOTE: All of these activities roll up into the CA Water Plan Update and support the CA Water Action Plan(s). 
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