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I can’t believe it is already Memorial Day weekend, which is considered to be the unofficial beginning of summer. However it doesn’t
feel much like summer. The last few days we have seen rain, hail,
snow and even two tornadoes touch down in Riverside County. It
seems that even the unstable weather is not as unpredictable as the
State budget situation. We have all seen the Governor’s May Revise
for next year’s proposed State budget. With a projected $16 billion
shortfall, we can all be certain the State will look to local government
to help balance their budget problems.
The good news so far is that the Governor is not currently recommending any reductions to our transportation revenues beyond the five
month suspension of our Gas Tax subventions. Most of you have submitted your Prop 1B list of projects to the State and have received
your allocations. We all need to show the State how important these
local streets and roads monies are to us by delivering our projects and
spending our Prop 1B allocations. By doing so, we will be in a much
stronger position to obtain our next round of Prop 1B revenue. Initially we asked the State to spread the remaining 60% of the counties
share of the Prop 1B funding in equal installments over the next four
years. We are hearing the State only wants to appropriate the funds in
two installments, so we are now expecting to receive half of our Prop
1B money in FY 09/10 and the balance in FY 10/11.
As the State continues to grapple with their budget problems, we each
have the responsibility to stretch our transportation dollars as far as we
possibly can in an attempt to adequately maintain our county roads.
CEAC will continue developing our Local Streets and Roads Needs
Assessment with the assistance of our consultant, Nichols Consulting
All Materials Submitted Subject to the “3 Rs” - Review, Revision, Rejection
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Engineers, Chtd. Nichols should be contacting each of you over the summer months to gather
your pavement condition information as we look to provide the State with a comprehensive and
consistent set of pavement data which will communicate our local needs. Please make sure you
provide your data in a timely fashion so we can keep our Needs Assessment on schedule.
I spent the week of April 20-24 in Portland, Oregon at the annual NACE Conference. As you
know, Phil Demery ran for the position of NACE Secretary/Treasurer. Unfortunately Phil was
not successful in his campaign, as Richard Macchi from Texas won the election. Richard Macchi has been involved with NACE for many years and I’m sure he will serve NACE well. I
know CEAC will support Richard as he goes through the NACE chairs. That being said, I also
know Phil is very well respected by many NACE members and is already being encouraged to
run again next year as his talents will serve NACE well. Phil, regardless of the election results
this year, you are definitely a winner. Congratulations on your effort and willingness to represent California at the NACE level.
Speaking for the other CEAC members who attended the NACE Conference, I think you will
share my sentiments that the Oregon Association of County Engineers and Surveyors did a
wonderful job and held a very successful conference. For those unable to attend this year, I encourage you to attend a NACE Conference, as it is a good opportunity to share ideas with other
County Engineers from across the nation. Personally, I learn a great deal at the very good technical sessions and enjoy the opportunity to meet County Engineers from other states. A big
“thank you” is in order to those CEAC members who did attend this year’s conference and
helped make our annual CEAC Snap-E-Tom Reception a success. Thank you , Mehdi Sadjadi,
Win Westfall, Phil Demery, Gerry Shaul, Mike Crump, Peter Rei, Pat DeChellis, Pattie
McNamee, Leo Sumner and Luann Johnson for getting out of bed early and showing CEAC
hospitality by welcoming our guests and serving about 120 Snap-E-Toms!
One of the primary goals of CEAC is to increase the active participation of our members
through a variety of forums. One of the best ways to get involved is by attending your CEAC
Regional meetings. I have been fortunate to attend the San Joaquin Valley Regional meeting
hosted by Tulare County on February 15, and more recently the Northern California Regional
meeting on May 9, hosted by Lake County. The professional and personal relationships we
have developed at the Regional level led to a good exchange of ideas and the information sharing you can only obtain from your companion County Engineers. I want to thank both Regions
for including me in their meetings. I look forward to visiting the other regions in the months
ahead.
Riverside County had the good fortune to host CEAC’s annual Public Works Secretarial Seminar this year, held on April 30 – May 2, at the Temecula Creek Inn. The Seminar, with a total
of 45 attendees, allowed the assistants to gain a better understanding of what we, as County Engineers, encounter in our professions as well as learning more about the role CEAC plays. The
conference provided a good forum for our assistants to share information, gain knowledge and
develop relationships that will help them improve their respective county organizations and better support each of us in our daily operations. It was also an opportunity for Riverside County
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to share many of the innovative programs we have developed and are so proud of. I encourage
each of you to consider sending your Assistants to future CEAC Public Works Secretaries
Seminars, as this is another way we can grow and expand participation within CEAC. I would
like to personally thank my Executive Assistant, Pat Groeneveld, and the other women of the
Riverside County team, for working so hard to make this year’s seminar successful. Next
year’s PWSS will be hosted by Contra Costa County, with San Luis Obispo County hosting in
2010 and Sonoma County in 2011. I want to express my thanks to each of these counties for
stepping up, as a part of our CEAC family, to host this important conference. I also want to
challenge each of you to out perform the wonderful event provided this year by Riverside
County.
As many of you know, CEAC has a unique contractual relationship with CSAC, whereby we
pay CSAC for enhanced services to support our organization. As part of our recent contract negotiations, we were successful in creating a new CEAC Program Manager position which will
be dedicated to serving and supporting CEAC. CSAC has been actively recruiting to fill this
new position and I’m hopeful we will soon have a new member in our CEAC family who will
help make our organization even stronger.
~George

NACE Attendees
Left to Right: Leo Sumner, Gerry Shaul, WinWestfall, Peter Rei, Patti McNamee, Pat DeChellis,
Mehdi Sadjadi, Luann Johnson, George Johnson, Mike Crump, Phil Demery

3

“Snap-E-Tom”
By

Dave Gravenkamp, CEAC Historian

The NACE 2008 Spring Conference is now history as is another CEAC hosted Snap-E-Tom
reception. I’m told that about 120 guests were served at this years’ event.
Did you ever wonder when the Snap-E-Tom reception started and why it has continued?
I may have already told this story, but if I can’t remember, then there’s a good chance that you
can’t either. Like most of my stories about our history, they in large measure come from
The Old Crow, Bill McIntosh. Bill, throughout his career as Lassen County Public Works
Director, and probably still today, kept a daily diary. No doubt his diaries have enabled him to
accurately “recall” our past.
Bill indicated that the first Snap-E-Tom event was the inspiration of Jack Lambie, Los Angeles
County Engineer, NACE President 1960, and CEAC President 1967. The National Association of Counties (NACO) met in San Diego in July, 1965. Jack figured it would be a good idea
for CEAC to host a reception for the NACE members that were attending the NACO conference. He recruited The Stud Pelican II, Bruce McClain, Director of Public Works for Monterey County, NACE Western Region Vice President 1965-66 and CEAC President 1966 and
also Bill, CEAC President 1964 and NACE President 1968, who together gathered the necessary supplies for the reception. The first Snap-E-Tom reception was then held at the Hotel El
Cortez, was well attended and according to Bill was “impressive” to the attendees.
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DROPPINGS (continued)
The next year, 1966, the NACE Conference was in Cleveland. Both Bruce and Bill attended
and decided to have another reception. Two cases of Snap-E-Tom mix was shipped in by Greyhound bus. As a hospitality suite wasn’t available, the reception was held in their room. Needless to say it was a bit crowded. NACO met in New Orleans in July 1966 and the Lambie led
clan put on the third California Snap-E-Tom reception in two years at the Monteleone Hotel.
The NACE Spring Conference was held in Seattle in 1967. To show a little “class”, Bruce and
Bill bought three gallons of the cheapest juice they could find, emptied the jugs, filled them
with the Snap-E-Tom mixture, set up a table at the entrance to the elevator at the base of the
Space Needle, and served Snap-E-Toms to the members as they headed to the top of the Needle. Later the same year in August, NACO met in Detroit coincidentally at the time of the Detroit riots. On the first night of the conference a 9:00 PM curfew was in effect in the City and
on the second night the curfew had been extended to 10:00 PM. Despite these obstacles, California managed another reception. Two more receptions were held in 1968, the first in April at
the Savory Hotel in Des Moines at the NACE conference and again in July at the Shoreham
Hotel in Washington, D.C. at the NACO conference. Bill indicated that his suite at the Savory
was so large that it had three room numbers, which allowed the Snap-E-Tom attendees to fit
comfortably.
Starting in 1969, only one Snap-E-Tom reception was held each year in connection with the
NACE conference, but during the period of 1977 through 1983 receptions were again held at
both the spring and summer meetings of NACE and NACO. It was during this period that
Donna Castleberry, Clay’s wife, (Clay was CEAC President in 1976) made a beautiful Snap-ETom banner for use at the receptions.
During the late 70s and early 80s, NACE became more independent and the spring conference
became the major annual meeting for the organization. The Snap-E-Tom has since been held
only at the spring event. It is quite interesting that CEAC no longer asks to host the reception,
but NACE automatically puts it on the program. This important CEAC/NACE tradition has
now been going non-stop for forty-four years.
I never ceased to be amazed how pieces of our CEAC history including the Snap-E-Tom, the
Buffalo Bull Award and the CLODS barbeque have been carried forward through the years.
###
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MAURICE SHIU RETIRES
Friends and family honored Maurice Shiu, Director of Public
Works for Contra Costa County and honorable CLOD, at a joyous retirement party in Concord on March 28th after 36 years of
dedicated service to the County and its residents.
Maurice graduated from the University of California, Berkeley
with a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering in 1969, followed
with a Masters degree in Transportation and Traffic Engineering
also from Berkeley in 1971 and began his long and successful
career with the County shortly thereafter.
Maurice was named CEAC’s County Engineer of the Year in
2003 and became CEAC President in 2006 (the 4th person from
Contra Costa County to achieve this honor).
Maurice was very active through the years in the American Public Works Association and recently capped his career by being
selected as the Public Works Leader of the Year by the APWA’s
Bay Area chapter.

Maurice and Family: Angela, Esther, Maurice and Perkin
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STREET LIGHT ASSOCIATION (Continued)
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NEW PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTORS
CONGRATULATIONS to each of the following who have been appointed as Public Works
Directors in recent months:

Rick Rudometkin, Modoc County
Ed Reiskin, San Francisco City and County
Julie Bueren, Contra Costa County
Paavo Ogren, San Luis Obispo County
Brent Siemer, Lake County

NEW AFFILIATE

Kingsway Sales & Marketing, Inc.
6724 Lockheed Dr., Ste. 4
Redding, CA 96002
Company Representatives:
David Mahrt, Sr.,
David Mahrt, Jr.,
Doug Waisner
Phone: (530) 722-0272
Fax: (530) 722-0450

Kingsway Sales & Marketing has developed and provides a complete product line of fire protection, vapor suppression, and decontamination systems. The patented state of the art TriMax technology provides a finished foam to seal flammable vapors and solution spills. For more information contact Mr.David Mahrt, Sr. at the above phone number. You may also see more about their
product line at www.tri-max.info.
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CSAC NAMES PROGRAM MANAGER
CSAC announced the appointment of Merrin Gerety to the position of Program Manager earlier this month. Merrin will provide direct support to CEAC with emphasis on both the short
and long term goals of the organization and including the planning and execution of CEAC’s
three annual conferences. She will be taking over the general duties most recently handled by
Kiana Buss and Katrina Thompson. This new and restructured position is intended to provide
an enhanced level of service and ensure that CEAC’s administrative needs are fully met.
Merrin brings to the position thirteen (13) years of experience in the architectural/engineering/
construction industry. Her background includes business development, human resources and
operations management with her most recent position being that of Business Development
Manager for Nolte Associates, Inc.
Merrin can be reached at (916) 327-7500. Ext. 507 or by e-mail at mgerety@counties.org.

Welcome to CEAC Merrin!

NORTH BAY REGION
Birgitta Corsello, Resource Management Director for Solano County, has volunteered to serve
as CEAC’s Regional Director for the North Bay Region. Thank you Brigitta!

BEDROLL CONFERENCE
The 2008 Bedroll Conference is scheduled for July 16 –18 at Camp Conery, Lake Almanor,
Plumas County. This year the conference has been opened up to all of CEAC’s members
although there is a limit of fifty (50) participants.
If you are interested in spending some time with your public works peers in collaborating on
common issues facing our counties while at the same time enjoying some fresh mountain air
and good food, please contact this year’s Program Director, John Wrysinski, Director of Public Works in Colusa County at (530) 458-0466 or by e-mail at jwrysinski@ccdpw.com.
Don’t miss out on a great opportunity…… Sign up now!
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PRIORITIES AND PRINCIPLES (Continued)
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CONDOR NEWS
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CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

2008 Bedroll Conference
July 16 - 18, 208
Camp Connery
Lake Almanor

Mark you Calendars

CEAC Fall Policy Conference
October 30 –31, 2008
Sacramento
Conference Hotel: Sheraton

CSAC 115th Annual Meeting
December 1—4
San Diego
(Note: Conference days are Monday through Thursday)

2009 Joint Spring Meeting of CEAC and Public Works Officers Institute
March 25 –27
Monterey
Downtown Convention Center

2009 NACE Annual Meeting
April 19 –23
Peoria, Illinois
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SPRING CONFERENCE GOLF by Mort August

A beautiful day at the Encinitas Ranch Golf Course was enjoyed by 45 intrepid (Intrepid??? It
appears that Mort is still savoring his “Golden Egg Award”) attendees to the annual preconference seminar on round dimpled white objects (pink in the case of Katrina) across greens,
fairways and the occasional sandy beach on March 4th.
Encinitas Ranch sits atop an inland coastal bluff with ocean views from 14 of the links that occupy what were once the flower fields of Paul Ecke - the pioneer that made poinsettias a must
have at Christmas time. In fact, 90% of all commercial poinsettias start out from green houses
within a mile of the clubhouse.
Valuable cash awards were given to the following folks who demonstrated skill in getting their
objects to perform certain tasks.

MEN

WOMEN

Low Score

Low Score

1. Dave Pearson, Kleinfelder
2. Mike Apodaca, Irvine

1. Jeanne Slomanson, Willdan
2. Susan Pearson, Kleinfelder

Low Net

Low Net

1. Tim Maurier, Psomas
2. Ken Taylor, Willdan

1. DeAnn Baker, CSAC
2. Cheryl Creason, Interwest

Long Drive

Long Drive

1. Mike Penrose, Sacramento County
2. Manuel Gomez, Irvine

1. Merrin Gerety, Nolte (Now CSAC)
2. Jeanne Slomanson, Willdan

Closest to the Pin

Closest to the Pin

1. Bob Moehling, City of Murrieta
2. Gary Johnson, Johnson and VerCliff

1. Merrin Gerety
2. Cathi McDade, SEM Materials

We are looking forward to the next pre-conference seminar during the first week of December,
back in the San Diego area again. The format may be changed to a scramble to get more people
involved in this informative session.
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW?
February 2008 Quiz Questions
Three of the largest living species in the world are found in California and/or
along its coastline.
(1) Name the three species.
(2) Identify any common relationships among these three species.
Brian Lee of San Mateo County was the winner of the quiz for February. He
identified the species as the sequoia redwood (the giant sequoia would also have
been an acceptable response as it is larger, but not as tall as the redwood), the
blue whale and the California Condor. The common relationships that he listed
were: largest of species; long life; beautiful; and found in California or along the
coast. Two desirable relationships not mentioned were: the California Condor
has been found to nest high up in hollowed out areas in the sequoia and have
been observed to feast on the carrion of blue whales.
Brian will receive a copy of “Historical Atlas of California” by Derek Hayes for
his effort.
June 2008 Quiz Question
Fill in the blank: When Charles Lindbergh began his record-setting first solo
transatlantic flight in May 1927, he began from ______________, where his aircraft, the “Spirit of St Louis”, had been built by the Ryan Aeronautical Corporation.
Tie breaker: What is the generally accepted estimate of the native population of
California before the arrival of Europeans?

Send your responses to the Newsletter Editor by August 20th. Give it a go!
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The Eyes Have It
When you go to buy, use your eyes, not your
ears.
~Czech Proverb
My eyes were made to erase all that is ugly.
~Raoul Duffy
One of my theories is that men love with
their eyes; women love with their ears.
~Zsa Zsa Gabor
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“JEST” - A – MINUTE
A local newspaper reporter was inquiring as to the
secret of their long and happy marriage.
The husband replied, “Well it dates back to our honeymoon at the Grand Canyon. We took a trip to the
bottom of the canyon by horse. We hadn’t gone too
far when my wife’s horse stumbled and she almost
fell off.”
My wife looked down at the horse and quietly said:
“That’s once.” We proceeded a little further and the
horse stumbled again. Once more my wife quietly
said: “That’s twice.” We hadn’t gone a half-mile
more when the horse stumbled for the third time. My
wife quietly removed a revolver from her purse and
shot the horse dead.
I then shouted at her: “What’s wrong with you
woman! Why did you shoot the poor animal like
that, are you crazy?”
She looked at me and quietly said: “That’s once.”
“And from that moment, we have lived happily ever
after.”

Government’s view of the economy could be
summed up in a few short phrases: If it moves, tax it;
if it keeps moving, regulate it….and if it stops moving, subsidize it.
~Ronald Reagan

The first grade teacher was reading
the story of Chicken Little to her class.
She came to the part where Chicken
Little warns the farmer. She read,
“...and Chicken Little went up to the
farmer and said, the sky is falling!”
The teacher then asked the class, “and
what do you think that the farmer
said?”
One little girl raised her hand and said,
“I think he said: ‘Holy Cr*p! a talking
chicken!’”
The teacher was unable to teach for the
next 10 minutes.

While attending a “marriage weekend” Walter and his wife Ann, listened
to the instructor declare, “It is essential that husbands and wives know the
things that are important to each other.
He addressed the men, “Can you name
and describe your wife’s favorite
flower?”
Walter leaned over, touched Ann’s arm
gently and whispered, “Pillsbury-AllPurpose, isn’t it?”
And thus began Walter’s life of celibacy.

INVESTING 101
Once upon a time in a village, a man appeared and announced to the villagers that he would buy monkeys for $10 each.
The villagers, seeing that there were many monkeys around, went out into the forest and started catching
them. The man bought thousands of these monkeys at $10 , but as supply started to diminish, the villagers stopped their effort. The man then announced that he would increase his offer and buy monkeys at
the increased price of $20. This renewed the interest and efforts of the villagers and they started catching monkeys again.
Soon the supply diminished even further and people started going back to their farms. The offer was
then increased to $25 each, but the supply of monkeys became so little that it was an effort to even see a
monkey, let alone to catch one.
The man then announced that he would buy monkeys at $50. However, since he had to go to the city on
some business, his assistant would now buy on his behalf.
In the absence of the man, the assistant told the villagers, “Look at all these monkeys in the big cage that
the man has collected. I will sell them to you at $35 each and when the man returns from the city, you
can sell them to him for $50 each.”
The villagers rounded up all of their savings and bought all of the monkeys. They never saw the man or
his assistant again, only monkeys everywhere!
Now you may have a better understanding of how the stock market works.
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