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The California contingent made another good showing at the 2007 NACE conference held last month in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Phil Demery (Sonoma County)
was elected Western Region Vice President. Congratulations Phil!
The traditional Snap-E-Tom Reception went off without a hitch (i.e. I woke up on
time and we did not run out of anything) and we had a great turn out. I want to
thank all the bar tenders; George Johnson (Riverside), Pete Rei (Tuolumne), Phil
Demery (Sonoma), Mehdi Sadjadi (Marin – Retired), Mike Walford (Contra Costa
– Retired), Win Westfall (Willdan) and Scott McGolpin (Interim Director, Santa
Barbara).
Hopefully everyone is asking their Boards to support SB-286 (Dutton & Lowenthal) which CSAC and the League of California Cities are actively advocating and
if passed will accelerate the distribution of the $2 billion of Proposition 1B bond
funds for local streets and roads. If you are not aware of this bill or have any questions, please contact DeAnn Baker at dbaker@counties.org.
The joint effort of CEAC and the League of California Cities (LOCC) on a Statewide “Local Streets and Roads Needs Assessment” is moving forward. Pledges
are nearing the $500,000 mark and invoices are now going out. For those of you
who still have not made a commitment, you will still have a chance as a second
letter will be coming out soon. Next on the “to do” list is to enter into an MOU
with the League and CSAC and then release an RFP.
The Flood Control Needs Assessment is also moving ahead. Jeff Pratt (Ventura
County) and his committee have pledges in excess of the $20,000 estimated to get
this study under way.
(Continued on Page 2)
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A PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE (Cont.)
Finally, the Strategic Highway Safety Improvement Plan (SHSIP) with its 14 challenge areas is
still moving forward and looking for local support from both Cities and Counties. At the
NACE conference, a top FHWA administrator told us to expect more money to flow to safety
projects during the next Federal Transportation Bill. Now is the time to make sure local County
interests are represented in the SHSIP so that needed safety funds can come our way in the future.
Have a great summer!
Mike Crump
CEAC President
Director of Public Works, Butte County

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
for the
2ND ANNUAL CEAC POLICY CONFERENCE
OCTOBER 11 AND 12, 2007
IN
SACRAMENT0
This conference will again afford an opportunity for
our CEAC committees to meet and discuss key issues
confronting our Counties and to assist in developing
legislative priorities and work programs for 2008.

“Look before or you’ll find yourself behind.”
~Ben Franklin
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CEAC’s Delegation at the Annual NACE Conference in Milwaukee
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IN MEMORIAM
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Senator Randolf Collier
by
Dave Gravenkamp, CEAC Historian
As I drive by the Siskiyou County Courthouse almost daily, I’m continually reminded of the
individual who probably had the most significant impact on the road systems of every county in
the state. The life-size bronze statue of Randolf Collier sitting on a park bench with his newspaper occupies a prominent spot at the northeast corner of the courthouse block. Numerous
other tributes to Collier are scattered throughout the north state. The Collier Rest Stop is the
first rest area on Interstate 5 from the north and Collier Way is the principal entry into the City
of Etna in Siskiyou County. Collier Tunnel in Del Norte County is located on State Route #199
linking Grants Pass, Oregon with Crescent City, California. No doubt many of your counties
can claim roads, bridges, parks, etc., named after the Senator.
Randolf Clayton Collier was born in Etna on July 26, 1902 and he attended Siskiyou Union
High School in Yreka. A turning point in his life came at age 13 with the death of his mother.
He attended the University of California at Berkeley where he met and subsequently married
Aida Pillsbury. Upon graduation, they returned to Yreka where he took over his father’s failing
abstract company. Collier’s start in politics came in 1925 when he became Police Judge in
Yreka serving in that capacity until 1938 when he was elected to the State Senate.
Prior to 1948 most counties, particularly rural counties, divided what little road money available into five equal parts. Each county supervisor had his own road foreman and crew who
worked only on roads in his district. The Collier-Burns Act established one unified county road
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Droppings (Cont.)
system headed by a road commissioner appointed by the Board of Supervisors. With the assistance of the Institute of Transportation and Traffic Engineering headed by Harmer Davis, a formula was devised for the state-wide distribution of the new gas tax provided for in the bill. The
distribution was based primarily on registered vehicles and miles of county roads. Counties
benefited greatly and rural counties benefited enormously.
Soon Collier chaired the Senate Transportation Committee from 1946 to 1968 and the Senate
Finance Committee from 1969 to 1974. At one time he was considered the most powerful legislator in the State, even more powerful than the Governor. It has been said that votes in Collier’s committee were always unanimous and always in agreement with the Senator. In the late
60s and early 70s when Interstate 5 was being constructed through our Siskiyou County, the
Division of Highways proposed an alignment which bypassed Yreka and followed a less severe
vertical alignment through Montague located six miles to the east. Senator Collier promptly
authored legislation which mandated that the Interstate pass through the county seat.
Other important transportation legislation during his tenure included the California Freeway
System Act of 1959 and the California Transportation Agency Act of 1961. Collier served as a
State Senator from January 2, 1939 to December 6, 1976. He served as President of the Siskiyou County Title Company from 1935 to 1983 and Chairman of the Board of the Scott Valley
Bank from 1979 to 1983. Randolf Collier died in Sacramento on August 2, 1983.
Known as the “Silver Fox of the Siskiyous,” “The Father of the Freeways,” and “Randy” to his
friends in CEAC, Collier was a staunch supporter of good roads. The Ed Hannas, Bruce
McClains, Bill McIntoshes and others were always welcome in Collier’s office. CEAC, however, ceased to be his friend with the passage of the Collier-Unruh Act. Collier insisted on a
level of general fund support in his language, yet CEAC backed the less restrictive Unruh approach. Although the Hannas, McClains and McIntoshes continued as friends, our organization
lost a powerful ally. However, Randy did attend the CLODS barbeque in Fresno in 1981. I
wonder had we chosen to ride a different horse, would our fiscal plight today be any different?
It was good to see many of you at the Spring Conference in Monterey. Remember, I’m always
looking for suggestions for future Droppings.

“Traffic is like a bad dog. It isn’t important to look both ways when crossing
the street, it’s important to not show fear.”
~P.J. O’Rourke
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CONGRATULATIONS TO MAURICE SHIU !!!!
On being awarded the annual Buffalo Bull Award at the CEAC President’s Banquet
on March 15, 2007 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Monterey, CA.
“ Maurice, although you faced stiff competition for this year’s award, including Clay “Retread”
Castleberry of Sutter Co. trying to win a second award after an absence of 34 years and the history making first ever nominated group, the “CHICS”, your outlandish acts of embarrassment to
the CEAC organization enabled you to become the 35th recipient of this most prestigious
award.”
~The Tres Pinos Committee

B.B.Award Winner, Maurice Shiu and “The Contra Costa Family”
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SPRING CONFERENCE – Guests
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SPRING CONFERENCE - President’s Banquet
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President’s Banquet (continued)
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President’s Banquet (continued)
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2007 SPRING CONFERENCE SPONSORS
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George,
It was great to hear from you. Thank you very much for your submittal. These
“Commandments” are as relevant today as they were 15 years ago.
~Your Editor
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TWO CLODS AND TWO HOGS

If you had any doubts, the CLODS are the two wearing blue jeans, Vern Davis, Retired
Newsletter Editor, Merced Co. and George Protopapas, Retired County Engineer, San
Luis Obispo Co. and author of “Ten Commandments of Political Engineering .”
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CONDOR NEWS
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NEW AFFILIATES
Louise McGinnis-Barber
Harris and Associates
4600 Northgate Blvd. #100
Sacramento, CA 95834
(916)928-9600
fax (916)928-9605
Email: sac@harris-assoc.com

Cheryl Creson, P.E.
Interwest Consulting Group
9300 W. Stockton Blvd., #105
Elk Grove, CA 95758
(916)683-3340
fax (916)683-3375
Web: www.interwestgrp.com

Founded in 1974, Harris is a professional
services firm with a staff of over 450 employee owners specializing in the planning, design and construction management
needs of public and institutional clients.

Interwest Consulting Group currently
provides service to jurisdictions throughout California and beyond. Primary areas
of service are within municipal public
works and building & safety departments
providing professional staff and comprehensive services across a wide range of
expertise.

ATTENTION:
General Members, Affiliates, Committee Chairs,
Regional Directors, Board Members, Spouses,...
Your news and articles are always welcome!
Send c/o the Newsletter Editor at the address shown on
the front page or by E-mail to sandramiller455@aol.com
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NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release:
For More Information Contact:
Scott Dmytrow
California Chip Seal Association
916-825-9415

February 14, 2007

PAVEMENT PRESERVATION CONFERENCE DRAWS CROWD
“Twenty Years of Working Together” was the theme for this year’s Pavement Preservation Conference sponsored by the California Chip Seal Association. The conference was
held in the beautiful California seaside community of San Diego at the Red Lion Hotel and
had an attendance of nearly 300 people. Cities, Counties, Consultants, Contractors and Suppliers all came together to celebrate the successes from this year and learn about pavement
preservation techniques and materials that can be applied to next year’s pavement maintenance and rehab programs.
Phil Demery, Vice-President of the National Association of County Engineers and the
Public Works Director for the County of Santa Barbara, provided an insightful and interesting
keynote address stressing how vital it is to maintain and preserve our roadways. His presentation was followed by Jim Towns, Western Emulsions Vice President, covering the changes
and successes that the Pavement Preservation and Maintenance Industry has undergone over
the past 20 years. The rest of day one covered a variety of maintenance materials and procedures from pavement preparation and crack sealing to chip seals, slurry seals and microsurfacing.
The highlight at the end of the first day was the presentation of the first ever
California Chip Seal Association “Lifetime Achievement Award” to Jim Towns for his
“exemplary leadership, energy, initiative and promotional efforts” in the pavement
preservation area over the course of his career. Jim, was caught completely by surprise
and received a standing ovation.
Day two of the Conference began with a presentation by Steve Takigawa, Chief of
Pavement Maintenance for Caltrans, and continued with success stories by agencies that
have used pavement preservation techniques. The conference ended with four “Awards of
Excellence” being presented to Agencies and Contractors that had exceptional projects in
2006. Next year’s conference will be held in Sacramento at the Holiday Inn on “J” Street on
the 24th and 25th of January, 2008.
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2007 BEDROLL CONFERENCE
REGISTER NOW:
July 11, 12, 13, 2007
Lake Almanor, Camp Conery
Plumas County
This Tri-Regional (North Coast, Northern California and Sacramento-Mother
Lode) CEAC Meeting brings together Public Works Directors and Road Commissioners, Caltrans District Local Assistance Engineers and CEAC affiliates.
The Conference will provide networking opportunities with other County Engineers, Caltrans, FHWA, consultants and other agencies. The conference will provide an opportunity to discuss and learn of some current issues facing County Engineers. Many important issues affecting Public Works will be addressed. There
will be considerable opportunity for an exchange of information and ideas.
More detailed information and registration packets are available. If need registration information, have any questions or if you wish to have an issue addressed
and know of an expert to discuss it during this conference, give Howard Dashiell
of Mendocino County a call at (707) 463-4366.
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW?
Finally, after three attempts, a successful answer was submitted for a Newsletter quiz.
Dave “Roadrunner” Gravenkamp, CEAC Historian, was
the first response correctly identifying Katrina Thompson
in the rain slicker. He further identified the photo location
as the 37th CLODS BBQ on December 1, 2005 at Vasona
Lake County Park in Los Gatos. Dave wins a CEAC polo
shirt, size ##.

Katrina “Unmasked”

Honorable mention goes to Tom Bolich, Santa Cruz Co.,
who’s correct response was submitted just a few days after
Dave’s.

Quiz No. 4 - June 2007
Part 1: In which California Counties
“woodchuck”?

would you most likely encounter a

Part 2: How much wood could a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck could
chuck wood? Answers must be completed in 50 words or less.
Best response receives a CEAC polo shirt.
Send your responses to the Newsletter Editor anytime before August 1, 2007.

“ It has always been my conviction that any man who pits his
intelligence against a fish and loses has it coming.”
~ John Steinbeck

THIS AND THAT….
Last month, a world-wide survey was conducted
by the U.N. asking the question “Would you
please give your honest opinion about solutions to
the food shortage in the rest of the world?”
The survey was a huge failure because ……..
In Africa they didn’t know what “food” means.
In Eastern Europe they didn’t know what “honest”
means.
In Western Europe they didn’t know what
“shortage” means.
In China they didn’t know what “opinion” means.
In the Middle East they didn’t know what “solution”
means.
In South America they didn’t know what “please”
means.
In the USA they didn’t know what “the rest of the
world” means.

Mark, a loving husband, was in trouble. He forgot
their anniversary and his wife was really ticked off
at him. She told him, “Tomorrow morning, I expect
to find a gift in the driveway that goes from 0 to 200
in 6 seconds and IT BETTER BE THERE.”
The next morning, Mark got up really early. When
his wife woke up a couple of hours later, she
looked out the window, and sure enough, there
was a small gift-wrapped box sitting in the middle
of the driveway.
She opened it and found a brand new bathroom
scale.
Mark is still not well enough to have visitors.

A lady was picking through the frozen turkeys at
the grocery store, but couldn’t find one big enough
to feed her family.
She asked the stock boy, “Do these turkeys get
any bigger?”
The stock boy replied, “No ma’am they’re dead!”

A 98-year old Mother Superior from Ireland was
dying. The nuns gathered around her bed trying to
make her last moments comfortable. They gave
her some warm milk , but she refused to drink.
Then one of the nuns took the glass back to the
kitchen. Remembering a bottle of Irish whiskey
she had received as a gift, she opened it and
poured a generous amount into the milk.
Back at Mother Superior’s bed she held the glass
to her lips. Mother Superior drank a little, then a
little more and before long had finished the milk to
the last drop.
Mother Superior, the nuns asked, “Please give us
some wisdom before you die.”
Mother Superior raised herself up in bed and with a
pious look on her face said, “ Don’t sell that cow!”
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