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All Materials Submitted Subject to the “3 Rs” - Review, Revision, Rejection 

  

   

 

 Wishing all a Very Wishing all a Very Wishing all a Very 

Happy Holiday Happy Holiday Happy Holiday    

Season and a Season and a Season and a    

Wonderful New Year!Wonderful New Year!Wonderful New Year!   
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Member Spotlight - Contra Costa County 
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Member Spotlight                               

 

NEW PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTORS 

 

Monterey County Resource Management Agency 

Robert Murdoch, P.E. 

168 W. Alisal Street, 2nd Floor 

Salinas, CA 93901-2438 

(831) 755-4831 

E-mail: murdochr@co.monterey.ca.us. 

 

Robert comes to Monterey County from the City of 

Stockton where he served as Director of Public 

Works. 

 

Merced County Department of Public Works 

Dana S. Hertfelder 

715 Martin Luther King Jr. Way 

Merced, CA 95340 

(209) 385-7602 

E-mail: dhertfelder@co.merced.ca.us. 

 

Prior to being promoted, Dana was Merced Coun-

ty’s Deputy Director - Roads. 

 

 

 

 

NEW AFFILIATE 

 

TERRACON  is an employee-owned company es-

tablished in 1965 with a national network of more 

than 130 offices and over 2,700 employees.  Terra-

con provides practical solutions to geotechnical, en-

vironmental, construction materials and facilities 

engineering challenges. On both small and large 

projects, experienced professionals work closely 

with their clients to achieve success, on time and on 

budget. 

 

Terracon 

3140 Gold Camp Drive, Suite 170 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

Contact: Steven Wiesner, Project Engineer 

Phone:  (916) 858-1579 

Fax:  (916) 858-8277 

E-mail: Sjwiesner@Terracon.com 

Web: www.Terracon.com 

Additional Contact: Tony Martin, Regional Mgr. 

(916) 858-1579 
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Member Spotlight - Napa County 
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Member Spotlight - Napa County (Cont.) 

CSAC staff DeAnn Baker, Merrin Gerety, Kiana Buss, Cara Martinson, and Karen 

Keene toured the “downtown” and “up valley” portions of the restoration project 

with Rick Marshall, Richard Thomasser and Julie Lucido of  Napa County.  
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In Memoriam 

 

 

Henry Chin, CEAC Life Member, passed away on 

September 20, 2012 in Fresno, CA.   

 

Henry was born June 17, 1925 and attended schools 

in China and Hong Kong before graduation from 

Edison High School in Fresno.  He served in the 

U.S. Army in Europe during WWII. 

 

He graduated from University of California at Berk-

ley in Civil Engineering and subsequently worked 

for Fresno County for almost 30 years before retir-

ing in 1985.  He was Assistant Director of Public 

Works at the time of his retirement. 

 

Henry and wife of 60 years, Rosemary, loved to 

travel, play golf and were active members of the 

First Presbyterian Church in Fresno. 

 

A memorial service was held in Henry’s honor on 

September 27th. 

 

 

Kristen Machado, wife of Matt Machado, Public 

Works Director for Stanislaus County, passed away 

on October 29th in Modesto after a seven year long 

battle with cancer. 

 

Kristen was born November 10, 1972 in Oakland 

and lived in Fresno before moving to Modesto in 

1977.   

 

Kristen was a loving wife, adored mother, cherished 

daughter, beloved sister, loyal friend, grateful pa-

tient, and deeply devout Catholic.  She was a person 

who provided a firm foundation for her family and a 

beautiful example of life lived with humility, grace, 

beauty and joy to a family that loved her deeply. 

 

Kristen achieved a B.S. degree from CSU Fresno 

and an M.B.A. from CSU Stanislaus.  She worked at 

Mercy Hospital in Merced and later at Emanuel 

Medical Center in Turlock as a Registered Dietician. 

 

She is survived by her husband Matt and their chil-

dren Clair, Noah, and Eva and numerous family 

members.   
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Board of Directors Meeting  
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Board of Directors (Cont.) 
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Board of Directors (Cont.) 
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Board of Directors (Cont.) 
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Board of Directors (Cont.) 
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CEAC Memorial Fund Scholarships 

 

 

 

Although you may have already read the results of 

this year’s memorial fund scholarship awards in the 

Board of Director’s Meeting Minutes on page 10 of 

the Newsletter, the importance of these awards bears 

repeating. 

 

The CEAC Memorial Fund was initially established 

in 1972 with the purpose of aiding deserving engi-

neering students in their quest for an engineering 

degree.  More recently, the award has been broad-

ened to include students pursuing degrees in survey-

ing.  

 

The inertia for the fund was the untimely and tragic 

death of two of our CEAC members, Bill Jones of 

Solano County and Howard Van Reyper of Yolo 

County, who perished in a boating accident on their 

way home from the annual meeting that year in 

Monterey.   

 

Money to support this worthwhile CEAC activity 

came initially from CEAC members who donated to 

the fund in remembrance of a family member or 

loved one.  Since its inception, the fund has awarded 

well over $100,000 in scholarships to deserving stu-

dents.  While donations are still being made to the 

fund, in recent years the majority of funding has 

come from the CEAC treasury. 

 

If any of our readers would like to donate to the 

fund in memory of a loved one, relative, friend, a 

favorite cause, etc., you can do so by directing a 

check or other form of payment to our CEAC Treas-

urer, Mehdi Sadjadi. 

 

This year, the Scholarship Committee Chair, John 

Presleigh, Santa Cruz County, and members Steve 

Kowalewski, Contra Costa County, and Vincent 

Gin, Orange County, waded through a record num-

ber of  twenty-five applications.  Of these, they rated 

six as outstanding candidates. 

 

The committee was able to eventually agree on the 

three most deserving applicants who have each been 

awarded a $2,000  scholarship, which will hopefully 

help them along in their studies. 

Each of the three are  upper division Civil Engineering 

majors.   The awardees are as follows: 

 

 

Matthew  M. McCleod 

Fresno, CA 

California State University, Fresno 

 

 

Mary Katherine Danielson 

Irvine, CA 

University of California, Irvine 

 

 

Jacob Coby Heinrich 

Long Beach, CA 

California State University, Long Beach 

 

 

 

“Congratulations and Best Wishes 

as you work towards a career in 

Civil Engineering.” 
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Droppings 

By  

 

Dave  ‘Road Runner’ Gravenkamp 

CEAC Historian 

 

“1994 CLODS BBQ in Long Beach” 
 

This very true story begins at the annual National 

Association of County Engineers “NACE” Spring 

Conference in Sparks Nevada in 1994, which was co

-hosted that year by CEAC and the Nevada Associa-

tion of County Engineers.  At this meeting, the NFL 

(NACE’s Former Leaders) presented a resolution to 

William D. McIntosh for his efforts in forming the 

NACE past presidents into a new organization, the 

NFL.  The Resolution also welcomed Bill into the 

NFL Hall of Fame. 

 

Now lets jump forward to the fall of the same year 

with preparations being made for the annual picnic 

(CLODS BBQ).  Named to the program committee 

were CLODS including the Whooping Crane (Verne 

Davis), the Parakeet (Richard Welton), and yours 

truly, the Road Runner, along with the Horny Owl 

(Budge Campbell) who was named as program 

chair.  Reflecting on Bill’s recent award, the com-

mittee elected to “Honor” Bill at the barbecue.   

 

The event was subsequently held at Gemming Park 

in Long Beach on November 17th.  After the meal, 

Bill was invited to come forward, remove his shirt, 

shoes and socks, and sit on a chair that had been 

placed atop a picnic table. I might add, contrary to 

L.A. County’s claim, it can get a bit chilly in Long 

Beach in late November, especially with no shirt, 

shoes or socks.  A “dumb looking” hat was then 

placed on Bill’s head followed by large bull balls 

hung around his neck.  Finally his feet were stuck in 

a box that had been filled with warm cow “stuff” 

laced with cheap perfume.  At the conclusion of the 

ceremony a large box of confetti was dumped over 

Bill’s head.  The committee chair had opted for Ga-

torade, but fortunately, cooler heads prevailed. 

 

I attended the very first BBQ that took place at the 

River Ranch near Squaw Valley in 1969 and for 

the next 30 + years that followed.  While most 

have been tasteless (the program not the food), the 

1994 event in Long Beach probably “topped the 

cake”.  Although always a good sport, I’m not sure 

that Bill ever forgave the committee for his humili-

ation.   

 

As you are aware by now, our annual meeting is 

again in Long Beach this year and there will be 

another barbecue.  What you probably don’t know 

is that one of the ‘94 committee members is again 

working on the program.  I’d suggest that you wear 

some old shoes to the barbecue. 

                                                                       ~Dave 

The “Honoring” Begins 
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“Droppings” (Continued) 

The “Honoring” Concludes 

“Its great to have good friends…….huh?” 
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Buffalo Bull Award Nominations 

 

The Tres Pinos Committee has announced a last call for any 

and all nominations you may have for the most prestigious Buf-

falo Bull Award.   
 

This award is given annually by the CLODS for the most inexpli-

cable and incomprehensible contribution to County Engineering 

in California.  The award ceremony will take place during the 

President’s Banquet at the Spring Conference in Pasadena on 

February 28, 2013. 

 

You may make submittals at any time before January 30, 

2013 to the Newsletter Editor or any CLOD who will in turn pass 

along your nominations to the T.P. Committee for wiping and 

vetting.  

  

All nominations are kept strictly confidential.  
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“Jest a Minute” 

 

Giving A Patient his physical, a doctor noticed sev-

eral dark bruises on the man’s shins.  He asked, “Do 

you play hockey, rugby, or any physical sport?” 

 

“No,” the man replied.  “I just play bridge with my 

wife.” 

Over breakfast, a woman told her husband, “I’ll 

bet you don’t know what day this is.” 

 

“Of course I do,” he answered, as if offended, and 

left for the office. 

 

At 10 a.m., a dozen red roses arrived at the house. 

At 1 p.m., an enormous box of chocolates was deliv-

ered.  A designer dress arrived at 3 p.m. 

 

When her husband got home, the woman threw her 

arms around his neck, saying, “I’ve never had a 

more wonderful Groundhog Day!” 

A  real  advertisement from 1885 

Four old retired men are walking down a street in 

Yuma, Arizona.  They turn a corner and see a sign 

that says, “Old Timers Bar - All drinks 10 cents.” 

They look at each other and then go in, thinking this 

is too good to be true. 

 

The old bartender says in a voice that carries across 

the room, “Come on in and let me pour one for you!  

What’ll it be gentlemen?” 

 

There’s a fully stocked bar, so each of the men or-

ders a martini. In no time the bartender serves up 

four iced martinis shaken, not stirred and says, 

“That’ll be 10 cents each, please.” 

 

The four guys stare at the bartender for a moment, 

then at each other.  They can’t believe their good 

luck.  They pay the 40 cents, finish their martinis, 

and order another round. 

 

Again, four excellent martinis are produced, with 

the bartender again saying.  “That’s 40 cents please. 

They pay the 40 cents, but their curiosity gets the 

better of them.  They’ve each had two martinis and 

haven’t even spent a dollar yet. 

 

Finally one of them says, “How can you afford to 

serve martinis as good as these for a dime apiece?” 

 

“I’m a retired tailor from Phoenix,” the bartender 

says, “and I always wanted to own a bar.  Last year 

I hit the Lottery Jackpot for $125 million and decid-

ed to open this place.  Every drink costs a dime.  

Wine, liquor, beer it’s all the same.” 

 

As the four of them sip at their martinis, they can’t 

help noticing seven other people at the end of the 

bar who don’t have any drinks in front of them and 

haven’t ordered anything the whole time they’ve 

been there. 

 

Nodding at the seven at the end of the bar, one of 

the men asks the bartender, “What’s with them?” 

 

The bartender says, “They’re retired people from 

Florida.  They’re waiting for Happy Hour when the 

drinks are half-price.” 


