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A PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

By
George Johnson
September 2008

In my last quarterly message I hinted we would be hiring a new CEAC Program
Manager, in conjunction with CSAC, to help meet our growing needs and pro-
vide dedicated support to CEAC. By now I hope you have had the opportunity
to meet our newest CEAC family member, Merrin Gerety. Merrin comes to us
from Nolte Engineering, where she was involved as an affiliate CEAC member.
Her background and knowledge make her an ideal fit for CEAC. Please join me
in welcoming Merrin to this great organization.

Now that we are into September, one would think the state would have adopted a
budget. However, we all know that is not the case. The legislature must have
taken the entire summer off as an extended vacation. What else would explain
their inability to pass a budget? I can only hope that by the time you read this
message, our state leaders will have put aside partisan politics and developed a
responsible budget. Regardless of what happens at the state level, the constitu-
ents we serve as County Engineers expect us to continue to provide services to
keep our respective communities functioning.

The state budget problems make it increasingly difficult on counties to ade-
quately maintain our local streets and roads. Because of the estimated $15 bil-
lion state budget shortfall, we have experienced a five month deferral of gas tax
subventions to help the state with their cash flow needs. By statue, full payment
of the gas tax deferral should be received by the end of September. The repay-
ment of monthly gas tax subventions from FY 07/08 will be paid by the State
Controller on September 30. However, monthly payments from FY 08/09, be-
ginning in July, will not be paid until the state adopts a budget. Additionally, the
state is threatening to borrow our Proposition 42 funds this new fiscal year. The
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A PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE (CONT.)

gas tax subvention deferrals combined with the potential Prop 42 grab, will cause even greater cash
flow problems for our respective road funds.

In addition to the state’s road funding problems, we have heard from FHWA that we should expect a
delay in reimbursement on our federally funded projects. The combination of these financial chal-
lenges has caused Riverside County to delay desperately needed road rehabilitation projects. During
difficult financial times, we should be assisting the ailing economy by pushing contracts out to con-
struction to keep the construction industry working, rather than complicating a distressed economy by
holding back needed projects and adding to our deferred maintenance backlog.

While we have all been struggling with the summer’s financial challenges, many of our counties were
challenged by the surprise of an early fire season. It seems as if every county from Santa Barbara
north, was on fire at sometime during the summer. We are just now entering our traditional high fire
season and can only hope we are not hit with another series of wildfires.

I want to remind our CEAC members of two important, upcoming CEAC events. On October 30-31,
we will convene our third annual CEAC Policy Conference at the CSAC Conference Center in Sacra-
mento. All of our policy committees convene at the Conference to develop our legislative priorities for
the coming year. We then submit our legislative priorities to CSAC for consideration at the annual
CSAC Conference in December. This one and a half day Policy Conference is a good opportunity for
all of our members to become more involved.

The annual CSAC Fall Conference will be held from December 1-4, in San Diego. In addition to our
normal conference activities, we will be joined this year by NACE President Sue Miller, County Engi-
neer, Freeborn County, Minnesota and our NACE Executive Director, Tony Giancola. Sue and Tony
are excited about attending the CSAC Fall Conference, so I encourage you to attend this important con-
ference so we can impress our NACE representatives with our commitment to County Engineering and
camaraderie.

Speaking of NACE, as your CEAC Representative, | attended the NACE Board of Directors meeting in
Kansas City, Missouri on July 12, 2008, held in conjunction with the annual NACo meeting. The
Board adopted the NACE legislative/regulatory positions and priorities and the 2008-2009 strategic
plan priorities. I have attached copies so you can gain a sense of the NACE priorities.

Our CEAC Scholarship Committee, chaired by Scott McGolpin, has been busy selecting three very de-
serving scholarship recipients. The 2008 CEAC Memorial Scholarship Awards have been presented
to:

1. Shannon E. Barcal, University of the Pacific
San Joaquin County — Civil Engineering

2. David C. Biswanger, California State University at Fresno
Fresno County — Land Surveying

3. Chris Johnson, California State University at San Jose
Santa Clara County, Civil Engineering



A PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE (CONT.)

Congratulations to these deserving students. Hopefully they will become CEAC members one day.

The Scholarship Committee is now accepting nominations for the annual CEAC Engineer of the Year
Award. Please, take the time to nominate the many worthy candidates we have throughout our organi-
zation; submit your nominations to your respective Regional Directors for consideration. The Regional
Directors will select one nominee from each region and submit the nominations to the Chairman of the
Scholarship Committee. The Scholarship Committee will review the applications and select the Cali-
fornia County Engineer of the Year. The award will be presented at our annual CEAC Fall Meeting.
The California Engineer of the Year award winner will be submitted to NACE for consideration for the
NACE Engineer of the Year award. It would be great to see one of our worthy CEAC members recog-
nized nationally for their outstanding service to County Engineering.

I look forward to serving as your CEAC President the remaining three months, and hope to see all of
you in Sacramento at our Policy Conference and in San Diego for our annual CEAC Fall Meeting.

CLODS?
Could these be part of the infa-
mous ‘Tres Pinos’ Committee?

George J.

I sure set those
CLODS straight!

Be careful George!
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NACE NEWS (continued)



Register Now !
CEAC Fall Policy Conference
October 30-31 in Sacramento
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FALL POLICY CONFERENCE AGENDA



“CEAC/CLODS at the North Pole”
By

Dave Gravenkamp, CEAC Historian

As mentioned in the last Droppings, Bill McIntosh is not only a resource for answers to our
history, but has provided numerous suggestions for topics. The County Route Marker Program
(Bill’s brainchild) has been offered as a subject at least a half dozen times.

For this edition of the Droppings, Bill not only suggested the subject, but contacted Jim Pott
for the necessary background information and provided his personnel endorsement of Jim as
an outstanding member of CEAC and the CLODS.

The following is a written and pictorial account of Jim and Lois Pott’s 1997 trek to the North
Pole , representing CEAC and the CLODS (on their own time and expense), on a Russian ice-

breaker.

Jim’s story: Follows on the next page.



DROPPINGS (continued)

~ Jim Pott

10



DROPPINGS continued

Jim Planting the CLODS’ Banner at the North Pole

Bill’s endorsement:

The photos and technical information for this story were furnished by the CLOD who should be
named “CLOD of The Decade”. That person bears the CLODS” name “The Admiral Bird”,
which was given to him after his expedition to the North Pole. That person is of course Jim Pott,
aka James T. Pott, aka Jim Teapot, former Director of Public Works for Santa Clara County and
President of CEAC in 1972; he would have been President of NACE had he not left Santa Clara
County in the late Seventies. Jim has done so much for CEAC and NACE through the years.
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CALIFORNIA PAVEMENT PRESERVATION CENTER
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Congratulations to Santa Bar-
bara,

Contra Costa and Lake
Counties on your awards!




BEDROLL CONFERENCE

Tom Hunter, CLOD and Retired Director of Public Works for Plumas County, reported a successful
Bedroll Conference July 16 —18 at Camp Conery at Lake Almanor in Plumas County.

A total of 41 CEAC members and affiliates braved the forest fires and associated smoke in the area to
attend.

The Thursday morning sessions included presentations by Our Glorious Leader, George Johnson,
CSAC staff members Kiana Buss and Merrin Gerety, and Barry Lemming of Caltrans. During the af-
ternoon those in attendance watched an exhibition of a fire extinguishing system of various capabilities
at the Plumas County Yard.

Twenty-two attendees were able to also participated in a round of golf in a rain of ashes with the fol-
lowing winners:

Long Drive: Randy Murphy - Glenn County and Dennis Anderson — 3M
Closest to the Pin: Scott Straub — Caltrans and Jim Towns - Western Emulsions
Low Gross: Frank Martin - Psomas and John Lester — 3M

Calloway: Martin Mcllroy — Taber, Scott Waite — Siskiyou County, Peter Rei and Cy
Hobbit — Tuolumne County

Ladies Low Gross: Merrin Gerety and Kiana Buss - CSAC

Next year’s Conference Chair is Wes Zicker of Placer County. Remember: All members and
affiliates statewide are welcome to attend.

B A TWE L

“I asked for ballpark figures, Rei,
These are golf scores.”
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CONDOR NEWS

Big Sur sanctuarys
condors show resilience:

By TRACIE CONE
ASSQCIATED PRESS

BIiG SUR — As wildfire
whipped toward a remote sanc-
tuary of the endangered Califor-
nia condor last month, the rare
birds got their biggest test in
survival after years of pamper-
ing by biologists: They had to
live completely on their own.

Forced away by flames, their
scientist handlers could only
hope the birds’ animal instincts
would kick in. To their delight,
they did.

The birds found fresh air, and
food — a beached whale and de-
caying California sea lion ai the

edge of Big Sur’s cliffs. After the

blaze swept thiough the area,
‘many even returned home.

“It’s incredible. They did just
what they're supposed to' do,”
said Kelly Sorenson, executive
director of the Ventana Wildlife
Society, which runs the sanctu-
ary. “I was honestly thinking
we'd lose four to six birds. You
ean rebuild pens, but we only
have a limited amount of time
to restore a species.”

The Ventana Wildlife Socjety

‘near Big Sur is the onlynonprof-
it in California to prepare cap-

tive-bred condors for life in the

wild, making it an integral part
of conservation efforts to save

.the condor from extinction.

Flames from the 188-square-
mile fire in the Los Padres Na-
tional Forest last month de-
stroyed the society’s aviary and
release pen and thousands of
dollars worth of equipment.
The fire also displaced the 43
free-flying birds the. society
monitors and forced a hasty res-
cue.ofigeven 1-year:6ld chicks.
and-thetr ‘adult mentor by the
1.8, Coast Guard

For 17 days, biologists were
cut off from. the sanctuary, mon-
itoring the wild birds by elec-
tronic transmitters.

“We felt 50 helpless,” Soren-
son said.

The vulfure was declared an
endangered species in 1967,
when its population — estimat-
ed to be 50 to 60 birds at the
time — was in sharp decline be-
cause of poaching, habitat de-
struction and lead poisoning.

In the 1980s, the U.S. govern-
ment approved an ambitious
and costly’ eonservation plan
that brought the last of the near-
Iy two dozen surviving Califor-
nia condors into captivity for a
captive-breeding, program.

After teaching the newborns
with puppets and other tools
how to survive in the wild, yein-
troduction into forests started
in the 1990s. While there have
been some setbacks (power-
lines have proved a difficult ob-
stacle to navigate), there are
now 332 condors, half of which
are living supervised in the
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wild in Arizona, California and
Baja California, Mexico.

Sorenson was at the remote
sanctuary the night of June 21,
entertaining donors, when he
saw a black cloud blow in over
the coast.” i

“I had an eerie feeling,” So-
rensen said. “We know it’s dan-
gerous. I told my donors_we
needed to get out of there.”

By the time Sorenson and his
group reached the highway, he
could see four plumes of smoke
rising from the mountains be-
hind him.

The next day, the Ventana
Wildlife staff sought to rescue
the seven 1-year-old juveniles

- and one adult mentor from the

sanctuary.

They were hot ready to be re-
leased into the wild to fend for
themselves. The birds had to be
taken to a sanctuary the group
operates with federal biologists
from Pinnacles N; atmnal Monu-
ment.

All told, biclogists have tenta-
tively accounted for all but two
birds: a chick that had been in
a nest high in a redwood tree
and another older condor that
was released into the wild two
years ago.

Last week, Sorenson and Bur-
nett returned to the burned-out
sanctuary and hiked to the edge
of the feeding site. At the top of
a charred Ponderosa pine the al-
pha male of the group surveyed
his blackened canyon.

~ Burnett pumped his fist.

“They survived on their own
without us,” Sorenson said. “It
shows us they can do it.”



CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

CEAC Fall Policy Conference
October 30 31, 2008
Sacramento

Conference Hotel: Sheraton

Mark you Calendars

****Register Now****

CSAC 114th Annual Meeting
December 1—4

San Diego

(Note: Conference days are Monday through Thursday)

*Hx*kRegistration Open Until Friday November 14th**#%*

A great opportunity to get together with your County Supervisors and other Public Works offi-
cials in discussions of opportunities and challenges facing our Counties today. Wonderful
speakers, workshops, topical committee meetings and of course an extensive array of vendors in
the exhibit hall.

An exciting Guest Program has been coordinated by President George Johnson’s spouse
Luann, including a Tuesday morning of Bunco and hat making and an opportunity to
show off those hats during a High Tea at Crown City Antiques and Tea Parlor in Coro-
nado on Wednesday. Don’t forget the opportunity to visit some exciting shopping areas.
For any questions about this program feel free to contact Luann Johnson at (909) 948-
5947 or Merrin Gerety, CSAC, at (916) 327-7500, Ext 507.

2009 Joint Spring Meeting of CEAC and Public Works Officers Institute
March 25 -27, 2009

Monterey

Downtown Convention Center
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW?

June 2008 Quiz Question

Fill in the blank: When Charles Lindbergh began his record-setting first solo
transatlantic flight in May 1927, he began from , where his air-
craft, the “Spirit of St Louis”, had been built by the Ryan Aeronautical Corpora-
tion.

Tie breaker: What is the generally accepted estimate of the native population of
California before the arrival of Europeans?

Congratulations to Brian Lee of San Mateo County for having the best answer
for the second straight Newsletter. He correctly answered San Diego, Califor-
nia as the beginning point of Charles Lindbergh’s flight across the Atlantic.
Also, the generally accepted estimate of the native population before the arrival
of Europeans is 300,000 to 310,000.

September 2008 Quiz Question
What do the following words have in common?

Banana
Dresser
Grammar
Potato
Revive
Uneven
Assess

NoUnhE LD —

Send your responses to the Newsletter Editor by November 1, 2008.
Don’t let Brian Lee win three straight!

OO OO0 000000000 0000000000050 0000700007000 000009 000
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

A young woman went to her mother and told her about her life and how things were so hard
for her. She did not know how she was going to make it and wanted to give up. She was tired
of fighting and struggling. It seemed as soon as one problem was solved, a new one arose.

Her mother took her to the kitchen. She filled three pots with water and laced each on a high
fire. Soon the pots came to boil. In the first she place carrots, in the second she placed eggs,
and in the last she placed ground coffee beans. She let them sit and boil, without saying a
word. In about twenty minutes she turned off the burners. She fished the carrots out and
placed them in a bowl. She pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bow. Then she ladles the
coffee out and placed it in a bowl. Turning to her daughter, she asked, “Tell me what you see?”

“Carrots, eggs, and coffee,” she replied.

Her mother brought her closer and asked her to feel the carrots. She did and noted that they
were soft. The mother then asked the daughter to take an egg and break it. After pulling off
the shell, she observed the hardboiled egg. Finally, the mother asked the daughter to sip the
coffee. The daughter smiled as she tasted its rich aroma. The daughter then asked, “What
does it mean, mother?”

Her mother explained that each of these objects had faced the same adversity, boiling water.
Each reacted differently. The carrot went in strong, hard and unrelenting. However, after being
subjected to the boiling water, it softened and became weak. The egg ad been fragile. lts this
outer shell had protected its liquid interior, but after sitting through the boiling water, its inside
became hardened. The ground coffee beans were unique, however. After they were in the
boiling water, they had changed the water.

“Which are you,” asked her daughter. “When adversity knocks at your door, how do you re-
spond? Are you a carrot, an egg or a coffee bean?”

Think of this: Am | the carrot that seems strong, but with pain and adversity do | wilt and be-
come soft and lose my strength?

Am | the egg that starts with a malleable heart, but changes with the heat? Did | have a fluid
spirit,. But after a death, a breakup, a financial hardship or some other trial, have | become
hardened and stiff? Does my shell look the same, but on the inside an | bitter an tough with a
still spirit and hardened heart?

Or am | like the coffee bean? The bean actually changes the hot water, the very circumstance
that brings the pain. When the water gets hot, it releases the fragrance and flavor. If you are
like the bean, when things are a their worst, do you get better and change the situation around
you? When the hour is the darkest and trials are their greatest, do you elevate yourself to an-
other level? How do you handle adversity? Are you a carrot, and egg or a coffee bean?

May you have enough happiness to make you sweet, enough trials to make you strong, enough
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“JEST” - A— MINUTE

Walmart has put out a press release stating
that they have sold out of all ammunition in
Alabama.

A spokesman for Walmart said that since
Russia invaded Georgia, there has been a run
on guns, ammo, bows & arrows, and knives.
A shopper was heard commenting that
“What happened in Georgia ain’t going to
happen here.”

Dead Man Walking

Eleven people were hanging on a rope under a
helicopter, 10 men and 1 woman.

The rope was not strong enough to carry them
all, so they decided that 1 had to leave because
otherwise they were going to fall.

They weren’t able to choose that person until the
woman gave a very touching speech.

She said that she would voluntarily let go of the
rope, because, as a woman, she was used to giv-
ing up everything for her husband and kids, or
for men in general, and was used to making sac-
rifices with little in return.

As soon as she finished her speech, all of the
men started clapping .......

An irate customer called the newspaper office,
loudly demanding to know where her Sunday
edition was.

“Ma’am,” said the employee who answered,
“today is Saturday. The Sunday paper is not de-
livered ‘til Sunday.”

There was quite a pause on the other end of the
phone, followed by a ray of recognition.

“So that’s why no one was in church today.”

I took my dad to the mall the other day to buy some new shoes. We decided to grab a bite at the food
court. I noticed he was watching a teenager sitting next to him. The teenager had spiked hair in all dif-
ferent colors, green, red, orange, and blue. My dad kept staring at him. The teenager would look and

find him staring every time.

When the teenager had enough, he sarcastically asked, “What’s the matter old man, never done any-

thing wild in your life?”

Knowing my dad, I quickly swallowed my food so that I would not choke on his response, knowing he

would have a good one.

And in classic style he did not bat an eye in his response. “Got drunk once and had sex with a peacock,

I was just wondering if you were my son.”
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